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The  Letter’s Purpose, Author and Context 
The Letter to the Romans was written by the apostle Paul sometime 
between A.D. 54 and 59. It was written after his second letter to the 
Corinthian church and before he delivered to Jerusalem a collection he 
had taken up for the poor on his third missionary journey. The Christian 
community in Rome was probably the result of Christian travelers, 
immigrants and merchants proclaiming the gospel, some of whom may 
have been there on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:10) The church would 
have had Jewish foundations then, but when Jews were expelled from 
Rome by the emperor Claudius in A.D. 49, the church would have taken 
on a more gentile composition. In A.D. 54 however, Claudius died, and 
Jews began to trickle back to Rome so, by the time Paul wrote to them, 
the church would have been made up of Jews and gentiles 

When studying a letter like Romans it is very helpful to understand what 
the primary purpose of the author was. But, this is not an easy task! The 
length and breadth of the letter can make finding the purpose difficult. 
The letter contains a lot of theology and a lot of wisdom for how to live 
as a Christian. It speaks to both Jews and Gentiles (non-Jews) at 
different points. Paul’s arguments in the letter can extend over several 
chapters. All this means that it is possible when reading Romans to fail 
to see the forest for the trees. Thankfully, there are some hints in Paul’s 
own words about his purpose in writing this letter that has encouraged 
Christians and fascinated scholars and pastors for millennia.

Towards the end of the letter, after Paul finishes a section on how 
Christians should live as a result of the gospel, Paul explains why he 
has written what he has written. 

Rom 15:15-16 15 I have written to you quite boldly on some points, as if 
to remind you of them again, because of the grace God gave me 16 to 
be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles with the priestly duty of 
proclaiming the gospel of God, so that the Gentiles might become an 
offering acceptable to God, sanctified by the Holy Spirit.
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Paul was given a job by God. After Jesus appeared to him on the road 
to Damascus, he was given the task of proclaiming the gospel to non-
Jewish, Gentile people. This was a responsibility that he felt very keenly. 
He spent most of his Christian life traveling the gentile Roman world in 
order to proclaim the gospel to people, so they would become Christian, 
or to train people up in the faith. This letter then is part of his attempt to 
fulfill that responsibility.

With the Christians in Rome, he talks about this responsibility. He says 
in Romans 1:14-15 “I am bound both to Greeks and non-Greeks, both to 
the wise and the foolish. 15 That is why I am so eager to preach the 
gospel also to you who are at Rome.”

Paul wants to visit the church in Rome, but he has been prevented from 
getting to them. He hopes though that he will be able to see them soon. 
He says he longs to see them so that he “may impart to you some 
spiritual gift to make you strong— 12 that is, that you and I may be 
mutually encouraged by each other’s faith.”

Paul wants to give them a spiritual gift. What becomes clear though is 
that this spiritual gift is the transformation that flows forth from deeply 
understanding the righteousness of God that believers have through the 
gift of faith.  

‘Paul’s primary purpose then in writing Romans, was to minister to the 
believers in Rome for whom he had an apostolic responsibility. He 
wanted to ensure that their understanding of the gospel was such that 
they would constitute an ‘acceptable sacrifice to God.’
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Study 1  
Romans 1:1-17 
1. Is Romans addressed to Gentile Christians? Jewish Christians? To 

who is it addressed? (v7)

2. Where is Paul writing from?

3. How does Paul identify himself to them and his qualifications? Why 
is this important?

4. What is his relationship to the people in Rome? (v8-15)
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5. Why does Paul have so many references to the gospel? Is he just 
being religious? (v1, 14, 16)

6. How should Paul praying for these people he has never met but 
heard about from others shape our own lives in prayer? Why is this 
difficult to follow through with? What are some practical ways we can 
make this type of prayer a part of our lives?

7. How does Paul value face to face interaction? What are the two 
reasons Paul states for wanting to be with them in person? (v11-13)

8. What is the spiritual gift Paul is talking about in verse 11?
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9. What reasons might a Christian feel ashamed of the gospel? Have 
you ever been ashamed of the gospel?

10. Do you feel a desire to encourage others in their faith like Paul? Do 
you feel able to do this? Why or why not?

11. The meaning of ‘the righteous will by faith’ will be explained 
extensively in the opening chapters of Romans. Right now, what do 
you think it means that the righteous will live by faith?
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Study 2  
Romans 1:18-23 

This passage can feel like a part one of two section passage and it kind 
of is. 

Verses 16 and 17 are caps on the introduction to the letter but are also a 
summary of the argument that Paul is about to outline over the next few 
chapters. He wants his readers to understand that the gospel is the 
power of God to salvation and that righteousness is by faith from first to 
last. 

1. If these are the goals he wants to achieve, why do you think he 
immediately starts off by discussing the wickedness of people?

2. What is the wrath of God?

3. What does it mean that we are without excuse? 
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4. What does this mean for a person who lives in a remote village who 
have never heard of the bible let alone Jesus?

5. What do you think it means to glorify God? 

6. What do you think this sentence means, ‘they neither glorified him as 
God nor gave thanks to him.’?

7. Believers in Jesus may not suppress the truth in wickedness in quite 
the same way that Paul is talking about here, but how do we still fail 
to glorify him and not give God thanks? 
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8. What’s specific example of claiming to be wise but becoming a fool 
does Paul give? 

9. Worshipping images and creatures is one form of idolatry. Do we still 
practice this form of idolatry in our modern world? In what way? 
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Study 3 
Romans 1:24-32 
1. There is a sense that homosexuality stands out in the passage more 

than other sins. Is this the case? Why is that and what is the 
purpose?

2. Based on the previous passage, why does God give people over to 
their sinful desires to sexual immorality and the degradation of their 
bodies?

3. Looking specifically at vv24-25, how were these people worshipping 
and serving created things rather than the creator? 
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4. Why do you think Paul singles out sexual sin as an example of 
people exchanging God’s truth for a lie? 

5. What does it mean that “Even their women exchanged natural 
relations for unnatural ones. In the same way, the men also 
abandoned natural relations with women…”? Why do you think that 
homosexuality is described as being ‘unnatural’? 

6. How do you feel about homosexuality being described as unnatural? 
Why is this hard for us to accept? How can we be sensitive to people 
who struggle with this and affirm what the bible says?

7. What does it mean that people ‘received in themselves the due 
penalty for their perversion.’?
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8. How does not having a knowledge of God lead to us having a 
depraved (corrupt, crooked) mind? Why will depraved minds who do 
not know God, not know what ought to be done?

9. What are the things that we ought not to do? What are some of the 
more surprising things on this list? What should this tell us about 
sins that we easily dismiss like slander and gossip and disobeying 
our parents?

10. What is the final (and possibly worst) thing that people with a 
depraved mind are given over to? 

11. Can you think of examples today where this has happened in 
popular thinking today? How should we respond to people who we 
think have fallen into this type of thinking?
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Study 4  
Romans 2:1-16 

Paul has been speaking in the third person about ‘them’ and ‘they’ but 
now he switches to a second person singular ‘you’. This is important 
because it shows he is not suddenly addressing his readers, rather it is 
a rhetorical device to speak to a hypothetical person. So, verse 1 could 
be translated as ‘you, O person’. But, as we shall see, he is talking not 
just to any person but a hypothetical Jewish person.

1. What is Paul’s point in verse one? What do we call people who do 
what Paul is criticising?

2. What do you think it means when it says God judges such people 
‘according to truth’? 
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3. Some Jewish people in Paul’s time believed that Jews and Gentiles 
would be judged differently. How does Paul argue against that in 
verse 3 (assuming he’s talking to a Jewish person)?

4. What is the day of God’s wrath in verse 5? What is Paul’s warning to 
his hypothetical Jewish conversation partner?

5. In verse 6, Paul switches back to the third person to explain what he 
is talking about. Is Paul saying in verses 6-8, and verse 13 that some 
people will be declared righteous and given eternal life because of 
their ‘persistence in doing good seek glory, honour, and immortality.’ 
How does this fit with 3:10 and 3:20?

6. What do you find comforting about God not showing favouritism in 
judgment? (v11) What might be a little bit scary about it?
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7. In Paul’s mind, who has God’s law and ‘sins under the law’? What is 
Paul’s point for these people about the difference between hearing 
and obeying the law?

8. How can people have the law written on their hearts and yet have 
‘their thinking [become] futile and their foolish hearts…darkened’? 
(Rom 1:21)

9. How should Romans 2:14-15 and Romans 1:21 affect the way that 
we speak to non-believers about morality, politics and the gospel of 
Jesus? Deal with each one at a time.
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Study 5  
Romans 2:17-29 
In this passage, Paul continues on the dialogue with the hypothetical 
Jew that he began back in 2:1. So far, he has established that all 
people, whether Jew or Gentile are judged by the law and that there is 
no favouritism for the Jews simply because they have had God’s law. 

1. Based on what Paul says, what are some of the things Paul 
speculates that some Jewish people might have believed about 
themselves or done because of their pride in having God’s law?

2. What does Paul say they should do?
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3. Paul asks a series of rhetorical questions in verses 21-23 building up 
to his statement in verse 24. What is his accusation against a person 
guilty of the crimes listed?

4. What was circumcision a sign of under the Old Testament law? (Gen 
17:11) What does Paul mean when he says that if you break the law 
you become as though you had not been circumcised?

5. In what way does a non-circumcised person condemn a circumcised 
person when they keep the law? What is the equivalent for us today 
as Christians (instead of being ‘the circumcised’)?

6. What do you think the difference is between circumcision that is only 
outwards and a circumcision of the heart? What is the difference 
between circumcision of the heart in the Old Testament and in the 
New Testament? (cf Col 2:9-12)
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7. Why do you think Paul brings up the issue of man’s praise versus 
God’s praise in verse 29?  (cf 1 Sam 16:7)

8. What are some examples of how we can ‘do the right thing’ for 
man’s praise instead of God’s?

9. Why is this such a problem for our hearts? How can we change this?
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Study 6  
Romans 3:1-20 

1. After the last passage we looked at, why would some people think 
there is nothing special about being one of God’s chosen people? 
What is Paul’s response? Why is this such a blessing?

2. In response to his own point about the privilege that God’s people 
were given when they were blessed with the Word of God, Paul asks 
the question, what if some of Israel didn’t have faith? What is Paul’s 
response? 

3. How can his answer help us talk with people who have been hurt by 
the church or who point out the church has made some horrible 
mistakes in history?
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4. In verses 5-8, Paul is concerned with clarifying what he is saying and 
wants to make sure that people don’t reach a wrong conclusion 
based on what he is saying. What is the wrong conclusion that Paul 
is worried someone might make, and what is his response? Why is 
Paul so concerned to make sure this wrong conclusion is not 
reached?

5. In verse 9, Paul returns to his main argument and seeks to reinforce 
what he has already said. What is his main point in verses 9-18?

6. Paul’s language in these verses paints a very dark picture of people. 
It is easy for us to gloss over that he is not just talking about all 
people, but you and me personally. Why is this a tough thing for us 
to accept? What is our natural opposition to this?
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7. Which one of Paul’s descriptions of people are most striking to you? 
How do you think some of your friends who are not believers would 
respond to this description of themselves? If you had to give a 
defense of why the bible says this, what would you say?

8. What is the purpose of the law speaking to those under the law? 
(v19)

9. Paul says in verse 20 that ‘no-one will be declared righteous in 
[God’s] sight by observing the law. How does this fit with 2:13?
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Study 7  
Romans 3:21-31 
1. What was the righteousness of the law? (cf Rom 2:6-8, 13)

2. Where does the new righteousness come from, to who does it come, 
and through what? (v22)

3. What is there no difference between in Paul’s mind? 

4. What does it mean to fall short of the glory of God?
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5. To be justified is a legal term that means to be declared righteous. It 
is not about our substance, what we are, but our legal status before 
God. What is the significance of the fact that it is given freely by 
God’s grace? (cf v27)

6. When we think of redemption today we think of being saved or 
rescued. But that meaning is definition derived from the original 
meaning that Paul’s is thinking of when he uses the word 
‘redemption’ in verse 24. ‘Redemption’ is the action of regaining or 
gaining possession of something in exchange for a payment, or by 
clearing a debt. When we talk about ‘redeeming a gift card’ it’s the 
same basic idea. It’s a payment or an exchange that clears a debt. 
How does the idea of God giving us justification freely connect to the 
idea of the debt-paying that came by Jesus Christ? Is it free or not?

7. Atonement is the word used to describe what happens through the 
cross where we are reconciled to God. It literally means ‘at-one-
ment’. But how does this sacrifice that brings reconciliation become 
effective? (v25)
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8. In verse 25b Paul says that God had left the sins committed before 
Jesus came go unpunished. How then are we to view the 
punishments placed upon the people in the Old Testament who are 
cursed or punished by God? Especially the penalty God’s people 
paid of losing the Promised Land?

9. How does Jesus being presented as an atoning sacrifice make God 
both just and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus?

10. Pulling all of Paul’s argument in chapters 2-3 together, what does it 
mean that people are ‘justified by faith apart from the law’?

11. How is the law upheld by all of this?

12. When we are struggling with sin, or feel guilt or shame over 
something we have done, how does this passage both convict us 
and set us free?
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Study 8  
Romans 4:1-27 

Paul has been concerned through the letter to explain how the coming 
of Christ fits with the law, how it fits with the former division between 
those who had the law (the Jewish people) and those who do not 
(gentiles). Now, he turns to consider another question regarding the OT, 
the law and the new righteousness from God. Paul asks the question, if 
Abraham was justified by his works, then doesn’t this whole thing fall 
down? Then Paul’s answers his own question by saying that just as 
believers are now justified by faith, so too was Abraham. Specifically, it 
says, ‘Abraham believed God and it was credited to him as 
righteousness’. (Rom 4:2, Gen 15:6, 22) Understanding how this works 
will help us to understand how this new righteousness fits with God’s 
great plan for salvation through all of scripture. 

1. What is the difference between someone paying somebody’s wages, 
and somebody receiving a gift? What is the point Paul is trying to 
make in Romans 4:4?

2. In verse 5 Paul contrasts the payment given for wages, and God’s 
act justifying the wicked person who trusts God. Based on what he 
has already said in verse 4, is Paul saying that justification is a 
payment given for faith in God, or is he saying that justification is a 
gift given by God?
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3. How does Paul reinforce this point with the example of David’s 
words? (v6-8)

4. What was circumcision a symbol of? (Gen 17:11)

5. When did Abraham’s faith result in him being declared righteous by 
God? Before or after his circumcision? What is Paul’s point in 
observing this? (4:13)

6. How does Abraham being declared righteous by faith make it 
possible for both Jews and Gentiles to become righteous? (4:16)
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7. How should this cause us to think about the eternal salvation of the 
people of Israel in the Old Testament? Were all of Israel saved? Or 
only a particular subset? Only the law keepers, or something else? 
Who were they saved through? (cf Heb 11:24-26)

8. Did Abraham receive the gift of being declared righteous because 
his faith was good enough? Or was it through his faith that he was 
given righteousness? (4:18-21)

9. Looking at verse 25, what is the difference between Christ’s death 
paying the price for our sins and him being raised for our 
justification? (cf Rom 6:1-4)
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Welcoming • Strengthening • Supporting • Serving • Equipping

Mission Statement 

Enabling people by God’s Grace to become complete followers  

of Jesus Christ 

Vision Statement 
Our vision at Gosford Presbyterian Church is to glorify God by being a 

strong gospel and bible teaching church and prayerfully – 

Welcoming: we will thoughtfully, sensitively and inclusively invite 
people into the community of faith and give them a sense of 

belonging 

Strengthening: we will strengthen people in their knowledge and 
understanding of Jesus 

Supporting: we will support each other by sharing our lives and 
following Jesus together 

Serving: we will serve Jesus through daily submission to Him 

Equipping: we will equip people to tell the gospel, make disciples 
and be effective leaders 


