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Genesis 
Study Guide 



The book of Genesis is one of the most important, useful, 
misunderstood and misused books of the bible. It is a beautiful picture of 
the creation of the world and God’s good plans for it, but also a stark 
mirror that reveals top us the deep depravity of people and the origins of 
sin and death. Its opening chapters provide a reference point for so 
much of our understanding of the world, creation, people, and the 
theology of the New Testament. Yet these opening chapters are barely 
referenced through out the Old Testament itself. The brief account 
offered of the creation of the universe seems to our modern viewpoint to 
leave so much unsaid, and yet it communicates many deep and 
profound truths about who we are and where we came from. It is a book 
well worth working our way through slowly. 

This term we will work through the first three chapters of Genesis, but 
we will also use it as a spring board into discussing various hot topics 
and important intersections with our current cultures outlook on the 
world. In week one and two we’ll look at the two overlapping accounts of 
creation itself before spending week three looking at Adam and Eve’s 
decision to sin and God’s response and how that sets up the rest of the 
story of Scripture. 
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Study 1 

Genesis 1:1-2:3 
Where do we come from? Were we made or are we the product of 
unplanned mutation over time? Do we have a purpose or a meaning to 
our existence? These are some of the most basic human questions that 
a person can ask in our modern context. 

Genesis 1 and 2 offer some profound insights to the answer to these 
questions. These chapters however don’t just address questions of 
origin and meaning. They are also the seed bed for so much that will 
grow through the Scriptures. Using a different analogy, Martin Luther 
once said of the opening chapters of Genesis that they are ‘certainly the 
foundation of the whole of Scripture.’ 

Understanding these chapters well will help us not just to understand 
ourselves better, but also give us greater insight into God’s plans in 
salvation history, and what it means to worship the Creator God himself. 

Read through Genesis 1:1-2:3

1) When a word or phrase is repeated in the bible it points to its 
significance. Which words are repeated through this passage? Discuss 
among the group why you think these words are important.
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2) The earth was originally ‘without form and void’ but God forms the 
earth on days 1-3 and then fills it on days 4-6. Use the table below to 
identify God’s activity under these categories. 

3) Through the passage there are repeated phrases that gives a sense 
of order and rhythm to the events of creation. What are the repeated 
phrases? What does writing the passage with this sort of order 
communicate about how God created? What approach does this 
encourage us to take when trying to understand God’s creation?

4) What phrase strengthens the sense that God creates by his word? 
How does the creative power of God’s word strengthen our resolve to 
meditate on the written Word of God in our own lives?

Day What was created?
(God forms)

Day What was created?
(God fills)

1 4

2 5

3 6

7 God Rests
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5) What is the refrain that defines what the creation was originally? How 
should we view creation now?

6) Chapter 1 climaxes with the creation of humanity (Gen. 1:26–31). 
Note the ways in which this final creative act of God is different from the 
previous creative acts of God. How is the distinctiveness of humanity 
emphasized in Genesis 1:26–31?

7) What is the distinctive purpose for humanity in God’s creation? How 
should this shape our relationship to creation?
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“The climax of the week of creation is God’s Sabbath rest on the 
seventh day (Gen. 2:3). Similarly, the seventh speech for the building of 
the tabernacle climaxes with instructions on the Sabbath (Ex. 31:12–17). 
God’s Sabbath rest hints at the purpose of creation, since divine rest is 
associated with temple building in other ancient Near Eastern accounts, 
as well as elsewhere in the Old Testament. 

Similarly, just as “And God said” frames his seven days of creation, so 
“And Yahweh said” frames the seven speeches for the creation of the 
tabernacle (Ex. 25:1; 30:11, 17, 22, 34; 31:1, 12). The psalmist explicitly 
compares the building of the sanctuary to the creation of the heavens 
and earth (Ps. 78:69).” (Mitchell M. Kim Genesis: A 12 Week Study)

These passages seem to point to the idea that the heavens and the 
earth are a divine sanctuary. 

8) How should this affect our understanding of the purpose of the 
cosmos?

In Genesis 1:1-2:3 we see the creative power of God’s word on full 
display. Elsewhere the bible speaks of how God creates by the power of 
His Word, Jesus. (cf. John 1:1–3) This is the Word that became flesh 
and dwelt among us (John 1:14), and it is the same person who is the 
firstborn of the new creation (Col 1:18).

9) What is the connection between God creating by his Word ‘in the 
beginning’ and his bringing forth the new creation through Jesus’ 
resurrection? What does this make you think about who Jesus is?
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When God finished his work, “he rested on the seventh day from all his 
work that he had done” (Gen. 2:2). God did not rest because he was 
tired, rather, he was pointing towards the good goal of creation. Rest in 
God. Despite the disruption that sin brought to this rest, in Christ, this 
rest is fulfilled as “there remains a Sabbath rest for the people of 
God” (Heb. 4:9). Jesus offers the key to enter that rest, since he invites 
us, “Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest” (Matt. 11:28). 

10) How should this idea of being given rest by Jesus shape how we live 
now, and shape how we see the future?
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Study 2  

Genesis 2:4-24 
Genesis 2 overlaps with Genesis 1 and gives us extra details into God’s 
work of creation. Specifically, there is more of a focus on people and 
God’s relationship to them. 

The poetic language of chapter one gives way to a more narrative 
description of events in chapter two. It gives us more of a picture of what 
life looked like for Adam and Eve in the sanctuary of Eden. 

In this passage we understand more clearly God’s purpose for those 
made in his image and how God’s relationship with them was originally 
structured.

What do you think a human being’s purpose is?

Read through Genesis 2:4-24. 

1) What is unique about the way God creates people versus the other 
creatures? (2:7)
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2) As we observed last week, there are connections between the 
descriptions of Eden and the later descriptions of the Temple in 
Jerusalem. (Ex. 31:12–17, Ps. 78:69) There are other connections 
beyond these though. 

Compare and note the connections in:

a) Gen 2:10-14 and Ezekiel 47:1-2, Revelation 22:1 (Water surrounding 
the gard

en/temple)

b) Gen 2:12 and Rev 21:18, Num 11:7, Ex 25:7, 28:9 (The presence of 
precious metals and stones in the garden temple)

c) Gen 2:15, Numb 3:8 (People are to take

 care of the garden/temple)

If Eden is the original sanctuary of God, what does that tell us about all 
the universe and Adam’s role in it?

3) How does Adam’s role compare with that of the second Adam, Jesus 
(1 Cor 15:45), and the idea that Jesus himself was the final priest? (Heb 
7:23-28)
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4) In Genesis 2:18–25, how does God provide help for Adam to fulfil his 
calling?

5) What is communicated to us by the unique way in which Eve was 
created (as opposed to the way all other animals simply were created 
male and female without any special reference to this)? 

6) After God created the world and Adam in it, was the world ‘perfect’ or 
‘good’? What is the difference? (Consider Gen 2:18)

7) What does the statement that something was ‘not good’ in 2:18 and 
God’s command to Adam in 1:28 to ‘Be fruitful and increase in number’ 
suggest about God’s plan for the world?
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8) Do you think we still have the responsibilities that Adam and Eve had 
today? Are we still responsible for ruling over creation and being fruitful 
and multiplying? How has this changed? (consider Matt 28:18-20, 1 
Peter 5:1-4)

9) Does it change the way that you look at telling people about the good 
news of Jesus when its connected to God’s job for us not just as 
Christians but as people? How might this change how you approach 
telling people about Jesus?

10) What is the significance of ‘work’ being present before the fall (2:15) 
How should this shape our approach to work today?
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Study 3 

Genesis 3 
In Genesis 3 we learn about the sad story of the fall of people from 
relationship with God to being rejected by him. 

“While Adam and Eve were to care for the sanctuary of Eden by 
subduing the beasts and obeying God’s word (Gen. 1:28; 2:15–17), they 
end up being subdued by a beast by compromising God’s word and are 
exiled from the sanctuary of Eden (Gen. 3:24)” (Mitchell M. Kim 
Genesis: A 12 Week Study)

Studying this chapter well helps us to understand our current human 
condition more clearly and reminds us of our desperate need for Jesus, 
but it also helps us to wrestle with questions of what it means for God to 
deal with all people through Adam, and conversely to deal with all 
believers through Christ today. 

What are some mistakes in life that we make that have the biggest 
consequences for us and those around us?

1) What subtle changes does Eve make to God’s instructions in Genesis 
2:16–17 to her recollection in Genesis 3:1–5. What changes do you 
see?
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2) How to these changes to God’s word reflect a distorted picture of 
God’s character in Genesis 3:1–5?

3) What are the consequences of sin in Genesis 3:7–13? How does sin 
break affect the vertical relationship between people and God, and the 
horizontal relationship between Adam and Eve?

4) Describe the punishment for each of the following, noting how Adam 
and Eve’s punishments link up with their original calling in Genesis 1:28:

Serpent:

Adam:

Eve:
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5) However, even in the midst of punishment, God’s grace and gospel 
are evident. Describe the promise that is present even in the 
punishment of Adam and Eve:

Adam:

Eve:

6) What is God’s grace to people in Genesis 3:20–21? How does this 
point towards the coming sacrificial system of the temple, and of Jesus, 
the “Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29)?

7) How does God cover Adam and Eve’s nakedness? What does this 
look forward to? (Cf. John 1:29; cf. Zech. 3:1–5). 

8) How does Jesus succeed in his confrontation with Satan where Adam 
and Eve failed? (cf Luke 4:1-12)
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9) What do the hints of grace that we see in Genesis 3 help us to 
understand about who God is?

10) If God can respond with such grace to such an inexplicable decision 
by Adam and Eve, how should we respond when confronted with the 
foolish choices of others?
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Study 4  

Genesis and Creation Care 

1) What is God’s attitude/relationship to all of creation? 

Ps 104:1-6 

Gen 1:31

Ps 24:1 

Job 38:4-13

Matt 6:26-29

2) What role does creation play in understanding God?

Rom 1:20

Ps 96:11-13

Ps 19:1-4
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3) What is humanity’s relationship to creation?

Gen 2:7

Ecc 3:18-21

4) What is humanity’s God given role in creation?

Gen 1:26-28

Ps 8:3-8

Gen 2:15, 19-20a

5) In our sin, what is our relationship to creation?

Gen 3:17-19

Hos 4:1-3
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6) What is God’s ultimate plan for creation?

Col 1:15-20 

John 1:1-14 

Acts 17:24-28

Hebrews 1:1-3

Romans 8:19-23

John 3:16

7) How have humans contributed to the brokenness of creation?
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8) Should Christians care more or less about the environment than non-
Christians? Why?

9) What concrete steps can Christians take to ensure that we have a 
biblical view of creation and to care for it well?
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Study 5 

Genesis, the Bible and Science 

1) What are some of the different ways that we can gain knowledge?

2) What are the possible problems with each way of gaining knowledge?

3) How does the bible speak about us knowing God and his ways?

Romans 1:20 

Hebrews 1:1-4 

John 14:6

1 John 1:1-4

Isaiah 1:18 

Acts 17:2
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4) What are the limits of what we can know by human observation?

5) Given the above types of knowledge and how they work together, is 
there necessarily conflict between these different types of knowledge?

6) Is there necessarily a conflict between the bible and science? 

7) How can the bible and science work together?
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Something that people often confuse when thinking about the bible and 
science is the difference between naturalism and science. Naturalism is 
the philosophical belief that everything arises from natural properties 
and causes, and supernatural or spiritual explanations are excluded or 
discounted.

8) How is naturalism different from science?

9) Is Naturalistic evolution compatible with the bible?

10) Can some form of theistic (God directed) evolution fit with the bible’s 
creation account?

At the end of this study is a list some of the different models that 
Christians take towards creation and evolution while holding to scripture 
as the supreme authority.  The point of looking at these models is not to 
argue for one in particular. It is to show that there are lots of different 
ways that bible believing Christians approach the challenge of 
reconciling what the supreme standard of scripture says, and how the 
observations of science might fit with the text. Ultimately, these 
questions are likely to be unanswerable in our lifetime. 
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Theologian Francis Schaeffer once asked, “What is the least, he asks, 
that we must make of Genesis 1–11 in order for the rest of the Bible to 
be coherent and true?” This is a helpful question because it helps to 
recognise what is non-negotiable in any attempt to see how the bible 
and current scientific theory fit together. 

11) What do you think are the non-negotiables?

12) If science presents evidence that seems at present to be 
unreconcilable with some of the categories on the list you came up with 
for the previous question, what should be our approach?

13) What is the main take away for you when it comes to thinking about 
the Genesis and science? What about the Genesis account of creation 
and theories of evolution?
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Appendix – Different Creation Models

Young Earth Creation Models
Mature Creation view. The earth was created with the appearance of 
age. Humans were created as adults, and trees as trees rather than 
seedlings, so why could the earth not also appear older than it actually 
is? Similarly, natural resources (metals, minerals, coal, oil) were also 
placed in the earth as a blessing to humans.

  

Flood Geology view. The dramatic cataclysm of Noah’s flood, in which 
the entire earth was covered with water, would have affected the rock 
formations and fossil strata in numerous ways. Assuming that our dating 
methods are accurate with respect to the antediluvian world is therefore 
impossible; the data has simply been distorted at a global level.

  

Contingency of Science view. The fact that scientific conclusions are 
always changing makes it a dubious basis on which to criticise the 
biblical account. At the moment, no satisfactory harmonisation of 
science and Scripture exists, but then again hardly anybody in the 
academy is pursuing one; in time, a convincing model will emerge.

Old Earth Creation Models

Day Age view. The six days of Genesis 1 represent six ages of time. The 
big bang, the emergence of oceans and an atmosphere, the appearance 
of plants on the earth, the visibility of the sun, moon and stars, the 
development of fish and bird life, and finally the arrival of animals and 
humans, each takes several hundred million years.

Gap Theory. A large chronological gap exists between Genesis 1:1 and 
1:2, lasting millions or billions of years. The rebellion of Satan, and 
consequent judgment of the earth, took place in this period; rocks aged, 
and plants and animals died. The six days of Genesis 1 thus describe 
the reformation of the earth, rather than its original creation.

Land of Israel view. Although Genesis 1:1 is about the creation of the 
universe, 1:2-31 is specifically about the preparation of the land of Israel 
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(which is the same area as the Garden in Eden) for human habitation. 
This is the focus of the entire Pentateuch, and it means there is no 
conflict between Genesis and scientific evidence.

Evolutionary Creationism Models

Special Creation view. Evolution is the means God used to create the 
diversity of plant and animal life on planet earth. Human beings, 
however, were specially created by God, and do not share common 
descent with the great apes - Adam was created from the earth, and Eve 
was created from Adam’s side. All humans descend from them, and the 
fall literally happened.

Neolithic Farmers view. Evolution culminated in hominids, and 
eventually homo sapiens. The “dust of the earth” means matter, or 
physical stuff: in this case two Neolithic farmers whom God chose, 
granted his image, and into whom he breathed spiritual life. Not all 
humans descend from Adam and Eve; God created other humans in the 
same way. But the fall literally happened, and affected all humans, with 
Adam as the federal head of the human race.

Mixed Ancestry view. Human ancestry is mixed. Adam and Eve were 
created as per the special creation view, but many other early humans 
were created from pre-existing material as described in the Neolithic 
Farmers view. (A variant sees Adam as created from a hominin, but Eve 
as uniquely created from his side). Not all humans descend from Adam 
and Eve, but the fall literally happened, and affected all humans, with 
Adam as the federal head of the human race.

Accommodation view. God accommodated ancient ideas about origins 
in the Genesis story, even though Adam was not historical, and the fall 
as described in Genesis 3 never happened. Adam is an analogy for 
Israel, and the fall for Israel’s failure to follow God. Jesus and Paul 
operated with an ancient understanding of origins, and although 
incorrect historically about Adam, they were right theologically. 

https://thinktheology.co.uk/blog/article/creation-and-science-ten-models 
(I left out one of the ten models from this website’s original list because I 
don’t think it represents an account that fits with a possible Reformed 
evangelical approach to the text of Genesis)
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Study 6  

Genesis and the Image of God  
1) How does God say he will make people in Gen 1:26-27?

2) Who are made in God’s image? (Gen 1:27)

There has been a lot of thinking done over the years as to what exactly 
the image of God is. Some have thought it is the human capacity for 
reason, others have thought it is about free will. Some have thought it 
was about creativity, others consider it to be about the ability to think 
about morality. All of these fail however, to capture the entirety of the 
biblical picture of the image of God. One recent way of thinking about 
the image of God, that is helpful and biblically sound, is to think of the 
image of God as defining who we are and what we are to do.

Who We Are and What We Do
Humans, uniquely out of all of God’s creation, are given the distinction of 
being made in his image and likeness.

3) As a starting point, what is an image and how do we use them today? 
Particularly images of something that is real. 
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4) How might these every day uses of an image give us a hint as to 
what it means to be the image of God?

5) What is the responsibility God declares he will give to people 
immediately after declaring that he will make people in his image?

6) How is this reflective of God? How are we to represent God on the 
earth?

Archaeologists have discovered many texts from the Ancient Near East 
(which is when and where the book of Genesis was written), where 
specific kings are exalted as "images" of their respective deities and rule 
based on divine mandate. (Richard J Middleton, The Liberating Image: 
The Imago Dei in Genesis 1, 2005) Given the historical context when 
Genesis was written then, it would seem then that ‘the image of God’ 
brings with it the idea of us being God’s royal representatives who rule in 
his place over all creation. 
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This functional view of the image of God also has a relational element 
though. To be God’s royal representatives, we have to be in relationship 
with him, and to function as God’s representative team, we have to be in 
relationship with one another, just like the persons of the Trinity are in 
right relationship with one another. 

7) Why is it important in light of the Trinity, and this idea of representing 
God, to recognise that people, male and female are made together in 
the image of God?

8) In the New Testament Jesus is declared not to be made in the image 
of God, but to be the image of God. (Col 1:15) What does the fact that 
believers in Christ (who are forgiven of sin and reborn in Christ) are 
being conformed to the likeness of his Son (Rom 8:28) suggest about 
the effects of sin on the image of God?
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Read 1 Corinthians 15:44-49 and Colossians 1:15-20

1 Corinthians 15:44 If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual 
body. 45 So it is written: “The first man Adam became a living being”; the 
last Adam, a life-giving spirit. 46 The spiritual did not come first, but the 
natural, and after that the spiritual. 47 The first man was of the dust of 
the earth, the second man from heaven. 48 As was the earthly man, so 
are those who are of the earth; and as is the man from heaven, so also 
are those who are of heaven. 49 And just as we have borne the likeness 
of the earthly man, so shall we bear the likeness of the man from 
heaven.

Colossians 1:15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over 
all creation. 16 For by him all things were created: things in heaven and 
on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or 
authorities; all things were created by him and for him. 17 He is before 
all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 And he is the head of 
the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among 
the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. 19 For 
God was pleased to have all his fulness dwell in him, 20 and through 
him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in 
heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.

9) What is the significance of linking Jesus as the image of God, to 
Jesus as the firstborn over all creation, and then the firstborn from 
among the dead (in the New Creation). 
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10) If all people are made in the image of God, what dignity should we 
show to all people? How should this shape the way we treat them?

11) How should our identity as those who are being conformed to the 
likeness of God shape the way we live ethically in this world. 

12) What is one thing that you feel you could change in your life to better 
represent God in this world?
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