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Jesus & Money 
Study Guide 



Study 1  

Jesus on Money and Treasure 

We will see below that Jesus is definitely aware and concerned about 
what people do with money. But money in itself is simply a tool of 
exchange. It is a currency and Jesus is not against it in itself. 

1) How does the story of Jesus and Peter in Matthew 17:24-27 show us 
that Jesus doesn’t believe money is evil in itself?

Despite the fact that money is not a bad thing, Jesus does present it as 
a dangerous thing. We can see this through the many stories that Jesus 
tells where money or treasure becomes an object of idolatry. It becomes 
the thing that a person worships or trusts in instead of trusting in God. 

2) Read each of these brief passages. How is money an object of 
idolatry in each of them?

Luke 12:16-21

Matthew 19:16-24

Matthew 21:12-13

Luke 16:13-15

Luke 3:14
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Jesus speaks out against money as an object of worship or trusting in 
money over God, but on multiple occasions he affirms using money 
wisely with an eye to the future. 

3) How do each of the following stories encourage us to use money well 
and plan for what is to come?

Luke 14:28-30

Matthew 25:14-30

Luke 16:1-12

Clearly, Jesus encourages us to be wise with the money that God has 
entrusted to us, whether it is a little or a lot. But at the same time, there 
is a clear sense that this future looking perspective with money is meant 
to look the eternal future as well. 

4) What is the perspective we should have on riches in this world when 
we consider things in light of the eternal life offered to us in Jesus? Cf. 
Luke 12:16-21 

Jesus stories do not just advocate investing wealth wisely. He also 
commends generosity. 

5) How does Mark 12:41-44 show us that Jesus commends all giving, 
but especially that of the poor? What is the point that Jesus is trying to 
make?

 2



So far from these passages we’ve seen the money isn’t evil, but it can 
be dangerous. We’ve seen that Jesus commends wisdom with money 
with an eye to the future, but also to see things from an eternal 
perspective. We’ve also see that there are bad and good things to do 
with money. 

6) But, can doing the right thing with money make us right with God? 
What makes us right with God? Read Luke 18:10-14.

7) What is the only hope for a rich person (or any person) to enter into 
heaven? Matt 19:23-26

8)Taking all that we’ve talked about in this study, what do you think is a 
sound biblical approach for Christians to take towards money? What 
might this look like in our daily lives?
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Study 2   

Money and You 

1) Read 1 Tim 6:3-19. How does the topic of money arise in verses 3-5?

2) What approach does Paul commend in contrast to the men of a 
corrupt mind? (v6)

3) Compare 6:6 with 4:8 and discuss the gain of contentment and the 
problem with discontentment. 

4) How does Paul’s words in v7 reflect Jesus’ parable in Luke 12:16-21?
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5) What does Paul take to be the minimum standard that a person can 
be content with? How does this compare to Jesus words in Matthew 
6:25-34?

6) Does this base level of contentment mean we cannot be content 
without these things? (Heb 13:5)

7) What is the risk for anyone who wants to be rich?

8) What is a rich person?
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9) What does it mean that the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil? 
(v10) How does the rest of this verse help us to understand what this 
means?

10) Instead of the love of money what are we to pursue instead? (v11)

11) Why do you think Paul goes directly from talking about the love of 
money into a confession of the gospel, and an exhortation to keep hold 
of the ways of eternal life? (v12-16) 

12) When we commit sins that are born of the love of money, what 
promises can we turn to in the gospel and what should be our next 
steps?
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13) Despite all that Paul has said about the dangers of wealth in this 
passage, does he command rich people to stop being rich? What does 
he encourage Timothy to command? (v17)

14) What does it mean that God ‘richly provides us with everything for 
our enjoyment’? (v17)

15) What else does Paul encourage Timothy to command? (v18) How 
does this balance with the teaching that God gives all things for our 
enjoyment?

16) What sort of treasure do you think we are storing up for ourselves in 
the coming age?
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Study 3  

The Gospel and Money 

With regards to giving in a church context, there are three main 
identifiable areas of giving that we see in the New Testament. These are 
giving to support the local minister of the gospel, giving to support 
missionaries proclaiming the gospel, and giving to support poor 
Christians. We’ll look at each of these in turn to understand what the 
bible has to say about each of these areas. 

 One: Giving to support Christian teachers
1) What is to be shared with the one who teaches in Galatians 6:6?

2) What is the ministry worker worthy of in the below verses?

Matthew 10:5-10

Luke 10:5-7

1 Tim 5:17-18

1 Corinthians 9:7-11
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Two: Giving to missionaries

3) What does Paul thank the Philippians for in Philippians 1:5?

4) What kindness had the Philippian church showed to Paul in his 
missionary endeavours? (Phil 4:14-18) What was he most happy about? 
(v17) What do you think this is a reference to?

5) Who’s generosity allowed Paul to preach to the Corinthians free of 
charge? (2 Corinthians 11:7-9)

Three: Giving to the poor

6) Who does Paul tell the Ephesians must be given to? (Ephesians 
4:28)
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7) Who were both James and Paul concerned for in Galatians 2:10?

8) How does Paul encourage the Corinthians to use their wealth in 2 
Corinthians 8:8-15?

9) How is Jesus the ultimate example of giving and radical generosity?

10) What did Jesus empty himself of? (Phil 2:5-11) 

11) Given how Paul points to Jesus willingness to become poor for us, 
how should that shape our approach to giving for the sake of the 
gospel?
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