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Week 1 

Romans 9:1-6 

Recap
Paul has spent the last 8 chapters unpacking the gospel. He has 
explained that Jews and Gentiles all have sinned and fallen short of the 
glory of God, and are slaves to sin and subject to death and God’s 
judgement but that all are justified by faith in Jesus Christ, as promised 
by God. This is God’s grace to those born of Adam and yet united to 
Jesus by the Holy Spirit, who while struggling in the sinful flesh here and 
now, have the hope of being in God’s family, patiently awaiting eternal 
life with their heavenly Father who loves them to death and beyond. 

Romans 8:35-39 is striking in detailing Paul’s conviction of the 
indissoluble nature of God’s love in the face of any and every opposition. 
But then he turns his attention in chapters 9 to 11, in the face of the 
general opposition from the Jews to the gospel, to explain just what the 
Israelites legitimately can expect to inherit of this love of God as 
promised to their founding fathers. 

Read a few of the references cited here from Acts 9:22-25, 28-30, 
13:44-45, 49-50, 14:5-6, 19-20, 17:5, 13, 21:27-32, 22:22, 23:12-15. 

1. Who opposes Paul and how?

2. What is the dilemma with Jews rejecting Jesus?  
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Read Romans 9:1-5

3. Why do you think Paul stresses that he’s telling the truth here?

4. What does Paul mean he wishes himself cursed for the sake of his 
fellow Israelites? How does this make you feel?

5. What prompts this wish? 

6. What historical privileges does Paul point to as grounds for his sorrow 
and wish? 

What ‘adoption’ is Paul talking about? (Ex 4:22-23, Deut 14:1-2, 
Isa 63:16; 64:8; Jer 31:9; Hos 11:1; Mal 1:6, 2:10.)

the glory? (Romans 2:7-10, 3:22-24, 5:1-2, 8:18-21)

the covenants? (Genesis 12:1-3 and Romans 4, 2 Samuel 7:9-16 
and Romans 1:1-5)

the receiving of the law?

the temple worship?
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the promises?

patriarchs?

7. Have these things changed for the Israelites? How should we feel 
about the Jews?

8. Why might some think God’s word had failed?

9. How would you describe Paul’s heart towards those who hate him? 

10. How do you speak about those who have treated you badly? 

11. What is your heart towards the Jews?  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Week 2 
Romans 9:6-13 

The dilemma Paul is tackling is over the apparent failure of God’s word 
of promise to the Israelites since many of them refuse to accept Jesus 
as the fulfilment of God’s promises. 

Read Genesis 18:1-14 and 21:8-12 and then Romans 9:6-9

1. Who is Israel? Sarah?

2. What is Paul trying to show from Scripture?

Read Genesis 25:19-26 and Romans 9:10-12

3. Who is Rebekah? Isaac?

4. What point is Paul trying to make from Scripture?
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Read Malachi 1:1-3 and Romans 9:13

5. How did God love Jacob and hate Esau?

6. Does it trouble you that not many Jews believe in Jesus?

7. Should it? Why/Why not?

Read In 2 Corinthians 1:20-22

8. How many of God’s promises are fulfilled in Jesus?

9. Can you name a few of them?

10. What can we lean on when we worry that God’s word has failed us? 
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Week 3 
Romans 9:14-23 

Paul has established that the mass unbelief of the Jews in Jesus as the 
Messiah is not a failure of God’s promises by appealing to God’s 
freedom to choose whom he wants irrespective of their own merit or 
faith. Paul then anticipates another possible objection flowing out from 
this - how then can God be just? How can God blame people if they 
reject him? And because he clearly does blame them, how then can he 
be just? 

Read Exodus 9:13-17, 32:25-34:14 and then Romans 9:14-18

1. What standard does Paul see that God is to be judged by? 

2. Do you find this answer satisfying? why/why not?

3. Given the broader context that the quote in verse 15 appears in 
Exodus 32-34, is God’s choice fair? Why/why not?

4. How is it good news that salvation does not depend on man’s desire 
or effort but on God’s mercy?
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5. According to Paul, why did God harden Pharaoh’s heart? Can you 
think of another reason? Explain your answer.
 

6. How might verse 18 be a comfort?

Read Isaiah 29:13-19 and Romans 9:19-24

7. Does Paul’s answer to the question of verse 19 satisfy you? Why/why 
not?

This passage seems to support the so-called doctrine of double 
predestination - the idea that God predestines some to eternal life and 
others to hell - and that this has nothing to do with an individual’s 
actions, good or bad, but is entirely of God’s will and choice before the 
beginning of creation. 

Not surprisingly, many have struggled with this idea and still do. It seems 
to fly in the face of all that we commonly understand of human freedom 
and God’s justice. And Paul seems to have been more than aware of the 
dilemma this idea stirs up (verse 19). Interestingly though, he identifies 
the dilemma when expressed in accusation against God, as rooted 
firstly in hubris and deserving of rebuke (verse 20). 
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So firstly, it’s worth being clear what motivates a complaint towards the 
doctrine of predestination.

Secondly, if we use the phrase ‘double predestination’ we need to be 
careful to avoid the non-biblical understanding of ‘double’ as having a 
symmetrical view of predestination. That is, the idea that God works in 
exactly the same way and same manner with respect to both those 
predestined to eternal life and those to eternal death. 

A better - more Reformed - view is that from all eternity God destined 
some to eternal life and positively intervenes in their life, ordinarily 
through faith in Jesus. The others he does not predestine to positively 
intervene but passes them over so that they suffer the just 
consequences of their sin. Some are the objects of undeserved divine 
mercy, the rest are passed over and subject to divine justice. Of the 
justice to those whom God hardens, John Calvin’s comment is 
instructive; “…if all whom the Lord predestines to death are by condition 
of nature subject to the judgement of death, of what injustice towards 
themselves may they complain?” Institutes 3.23.3. With all this in mind, 
God’s justice is preserved, and his glory rightly praised by the objects of 
his mercy.

As such, this asymmetrical idea of predestination seems to best capture 
Paul’s understanding here in Romans 9 and elsewhere (see Eph 1:5-6) 
in affirming the justness of God. In Romans 9, the word translated 
prepared in verse 22 is a different Greek word to the word translated 
prepared in verse 23. Furthermore those two words are rendered in 
different tenses. If nothing else, Paul sees a semantic difference in God 
predestining some for destruction and some for glory as an expression 
of his righteousness. This may explain the careful distinction made in the 
1646 AD Westminster Confession of Faith - the doctrinal standard of the 
Presbyterian Church of Australia - on this matter. It reads; 

By the decree of God, for the manifestation of His glory, some men 
and angels are predestined unto everlasting life; and others 
foreordained to everlasting death. III.3.
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8. How do you know if you are one of those predestined unto everlasting 
life? (see vs23 and 2 Cor 4:6)

9. As those in Christ, what might be a good response to God’s 
predestination? (see 11:33-36)   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Week 4 
Romans 9:24-29 

Up to this point, Paul has argued that the mass unbelief of Jews in 
Jesus as their Messiah is not a sign that God’s word has failed but 
rather of his freedom to have mercy on whom he wants. And in fielding 
any accusation of injustice from those Jews who might accuse God of 
their predetermined unbelief, Paul moves from not only affirming the 
justness of God but touting the promised reach of his merciful call to the 
Gentiles. A promise that Paul sees more than a hint of in the prophecies 
of Hosea and Isaiah, whom he goes on to quote in Romans 9:24-29. 

Hosea began his ministry around 760 BC prophesying the destruction 
and exile of the northern kingdom of Israel. In 722 BC, God will send the 
Assyrians to wipe Israel off the face of the map for their sinful idolatry, 
leaving only the southern kingdom of Judah and the Jews left.

This so-called Assyrian crises was the occasion for the book of Isaiah. 
Although a prophet of Judah in Jerusalem from 740 to 690 BC, the 
destruction of Northern Israel was above all a theological crises that 
Isaiah spoke to. This crises raised questions like: Does God’s judgement 
mean his rejection? What is the future of the Dividic monarchy and of 
the Jews. 

Read Hosea 1-2 and then Romans 9:22-26

1. Who are the ‘not my people’ and ‘not loved one’ and ‘not my people’ 
to Hosea? Who are they to Paul?

2. How does Paul see God’s promises of a renewed Israel fulfilled?
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Read Isaiah 10:1-25 and then Romans 9:27-28

3. In quoting Isaiah 10:22 what is Paul reaffirming? (9:6)

4. In quoting Isaiah 10:23 what do you think Paul is looking to affirm?

Read Isaiah 1:1-29 and Romans 9:29

5. What is the sense of Isaiah 1:9 in the context of Isaiah’s prophecy? 
What is the sense of Isaiah 1:9 in the context of Romans 9?

Think it Through 
6. What hope does God’s dealings with Israel offer us Gentiles?

Pray 
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Week 5 
Romans 9:30-10:13 

So far in Romans chapter 9, Paul’s tackled the problem of the Jews in 
salvation history. Firstly, the concern over their mass unbelief in Jesus 
as the Messiah as a challenge to God’s word. And secondly, their 
objections over the justness of God choosing whomever he wants to 
save without reference to anyone’s personal righteousness or merit. 

Upon appealing to God’s predestining freedom attested to in Scripture, 
Paul asserts His righteousness in choosing only a remnant of believing 
Jews to be saved. He further argues this serves to underscore both 
God’s judgement on Israel's unfaithfulness and his faithfulness to his 
promises to have a renewed people of his very own. A people that are 
his not by having or doing the law of Moses as historical Israel might 
exclusively claim rights to, but by believing in Jesus Christ alone. And 
given this is something the law and the prophets anticipated, the Jews 
are without excuse for their exclusion from God’s salvation. Paul goes 
on to unpack this now in Romans 9:30-10:13.

Read Isaiah 28:1-18a and Romans 9:30-10:4

Isaiah outlines the judgement of God upon Israel and the Jews which 
arrives with the Assyrians and Babylonians respectively hundreds of 
years before Jesus. Isaiah notes how God had gently and simply sought 
to teach and direct his people in the way of life. But they ignored him 
and spurned him and sought a secure foundation against the shocks of 
life in things that only faith in God can do. As such, they unwittingly 
entered into a covenant with death. 

But there’s still a word of hope to these faithless and fateful people and 
indeed to all people, as Paul quotes in Romans 9:33. 
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1. What is ‘righteousness’ here? What does faith have to do with this? 

2. What is ‘the law of righteousness’ that Israel pursued? Ultimately 
what’s the foundation that this way of thinking and living builds upon? 

3. What is the ‘stone that causes men to stumble and a rock that makes 
them fall’ that Isaiah anticipated and Paul quotes? (See Isaiah 8:13-14)

 

4. How did Israel stumble over the “stumbling stone”?

5. How is the the exclusion of Israel from God’s people not a failure of 
God’s word?
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Read Deuteronomy 9:1-6, 30:11-20 and then Romans 10:5-13

6. In quoting from Leviticus 18:5 in verse 5 what does Paul mean by the 
word ‘live’?

7. In verse 6, Paul quotes from Deut 9:4 and 30:12. How do these flesh 
out an understanding of ‘the righteousness that is by faith’?

8. With what does God richly bless those who call on his name in 
Jesus? (Psalm 29:11, 32:1-2, 84:4, Proverbs 3:13-18 and 1 Corinthians 
1:21-25, Eph 1:3-10) 

There is a clear distinction between God’s “law” and his “gospel”. “Law” 
is whatever God commands us to do, “gospel” is what God in his grace 
gives to us. 

Paul has asserted that there is no-one righteous, that everyone has 
sinned, (3:10-12) and so everyone is a slave to sin (5:17-21) with minds 
hostile to God and so incapable of pleasing him (8:6-8). Some have 
labelled this condition as total depravity. And because of this, it's 
impossible for a person to be saved by doing what God commands. 
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The ‘righteousness that is by faith’ then is an immense and lavish gift 
from God to us in Christ Jesus. As anyone, Jew or Gentile believes in 
Jesus, God draws near to them so that they might know him and enjoy 
obeying him.

Think it through 

9. How might we know those to whom God wants to draw near and 
enjoy his rich blessings?

  

Pray  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Week 6 
Romans 10:14-21 

The problems Paul is addressing from chapter 9 are these: on the one 
hand, most of the people of Israel to whom the promises of salvation 
had been given refused to recognise the fulfilment of those promises in 
Jesus. On the other hand, Gentiles, traditionally excluded from the 
covenant, were embracing Jesus as the fulfilment of those promises.

The first problem Paul answers by appealing to God’s sovereign 
freedom to choose whomever he wants to make known that Jesus is the 
Messiah. And that this divine freedom has been demonstrated in 
Scripture, down through salvation history, and promised into the future. 
What’s more, Paul’s pointed out that the wholesale rejection of the 
Messiah by the Jews was prophesied in Scripture. That there is but a 
remnant who have believed is testimony to God’s promised judgement 
and his mercy. 

Paul then identifies the main obstruction for the Jews to believing in 
Jesus is a muddled-headed understanding of righteousness. The idea 
that righteousness - that is, being ‘right’ with God - is by doing the works 
of God’s law of Moses. 

However, aside from human depravity making this an impossibility which 
Paul’s canvassed in previous chapters of Romans, he points to ‘the 
righteousness that is by faith’ that has always been by faith as seen in 
God’s historical dealings with the Israelites. A righteousness which is 
now by faith in Christ Jesus. 
  
Now, although most Jews have not believed in Jesus, this does not 
mean God is done with them. Because while it might be true that not all 
Israel is necessarily Israel (9:6) - in the sense of truly being God’s 
people - nonetheless some are. And given Paul’s conviction that the 
gospel is first for the Jew (1:16), he moves to unpack how this works 
itself out. 
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Read Isaiah 52:7-53:12 and Romans 9:11-17
1. What is the necessary sequence for someone to be saved?

2. How does Isaiah 52:13-53:12 unpack what it means for Jesus to be 
the risen Lord?

3. Is it any surprise the Jews did not believe Jesus as the fulfilment of 
that good news?

Think it through  

4. What do you think it looks like exactly to call on the name of the Lord 
to be saved? 

5. What is a preacher? Who is a preacher? 
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6. What needs to be heard for there to be true faith?

Read Psalm 19 and then Romans 10:18

7. In appropriating the language of Psalm 19, who’s voice is Paul 
claiming has gone out? 

8. How can Paul in his day claim that like God’s general revelation in the 
heavens, the preaching of the gospel has been proclaimed 'to the ends 
of the world’?

Read Deuteronomy 32:7-21 and then Romans 10:19-21

9. What did Israel not only hear but know and understand of God? 

10. What does the fact that many Gentiles are believing in Jesus 
demonstrate with regard to the Jews?
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11. What does Paul’s quoting of Isaiah tell us of God’s grace?

Paul has quoted from the Law (Deuteronomy), the Prophets (Isaiah), 
and the Writings (Psalm 19), to demonstrate that the whole of the Old 
Testament bears testimony to God’s grace, specifically his ongoing 
grace to a people who stubbornly resist it. Even in their spurning of his 
grace, he remains their jealous God to the eternal benefit of the rest of 
the world. 

Think it through 
  
12. How might this impact on why we should read the Old Testament 
and how?

Pray
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Week 7 
Romans 11:1-10  

To start off
Would it trouble you if there were no Jewish believers in Jesus?

Read Romans 11:1-6 and think it through

1. Why might Paul have thought to ask the opening question?

2. Why can Paul so confidently say God hasn’t rejected the Jews?

3. What is the promised remnant of faithful Jews a sign of?

 21



Think it through

4. Explain in your own words the logic of verse 6

Read Romans 11:7-11

5. What was Israel ‘seeking’ that ‘she did not find’? Why?

6. What does it mean that the non-elect others were hardened? 

Psalm 69, that Paul quotes from here, played a prominent role in helping 
early Christians understand Jesus as king David’s own sentiments are 
applied to him.
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Read Psalm 69 with Jesus in mind

7. According to Psalm 69 in the light of Jesus, why is it that some Jews 
are rejected by God?

Think it through 

8. Why is it that there is only a remnant of faithful Jews?

9. What will it mean for us practically if it is up to God and to the Jews 
accepting of Jesus as the Messiah?

10. Why might we be particularly concerned that the Jews hear and 
believe the gospel?

Pray for link missionary Igal Vender and his work with Christian 
Witness to Israel (CWI).
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Week 8 
Romans 11:1 1-24 

Up to this point, Paul has argued that the gospel has divided Israel into 
two parts. A ‘remnant’ and ‘the rest’. The remnant are those chosen by 
God’s grace to righteousness by faith in Jesus. The rest are those 
hardened by God in their sin and unbelief and excluded from this 
righteousness. But Israel’s rejection is neither total nor final, for Paul will 
land famously on the conviction that ‘all Israel will be saved’ (11:26). And 
on the way to this, we see something of an oscillation of God’s blessing 
between Israel and the Gentiles. 

It’s helpful to remember that as we read from Romans 11:11 on to bear 
in mind that Paul is thinking mainly in terms of corporate bodies, not in 
terms of individuals within those bodies. The issue of these verse is not 
so much “Can the hardened within Israel still be saved?” as much as 
“Can Israel as a whole still be saved?”

Read Romans 11:11-16

1. What is the Jew’s ‘transgression’ and ‘rejection’?

2. Why does Paul make much of his ministry to the Gentiles? 

3. What is verse 16 talking about?

 24



Think it through 

4. Which people are at the centre of God’s purposes in salvation 
history?

5. How would you describe the salvation of Gentiles in the scheme of 
God’s salvation plan?

6. What is the remnant of Jews believing in Jesus a sign of?

Read Romans 11:17-21

7. What is the olive tree? 

8. What is the wild olive shoot?
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9. What are the nourishing sap and olive root?

Think it through

10. Why is Paul telling his Gentile readers this?

11. Discuss the following statement - “The church has simply replaced 
Israel as the people of God”.

Read Romans 11:22-24 and think it through

12. What is Paul warning Gentile Christians against here?

13. Do you share Paul’s hope and conviction that ‘the natural branches’ 
will more readily be ‘grafted into their own olive tree’? How might this 
hope and conviction express itself in your life?
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Week 9 
Romans 11:25-36 

Read Romans 11:25-36

1. What is the ‘mystery’?

2. Why is Paul telling us this?

3. How will all Israel be saved?

‘in this way all Israel will be saved’?

The ESV renders verse 26 ‘And in this way all Israel will be saved’. ‘in 
this way’ has been interpreted to mean many things like “… after the 
events depicted in verse 25 all Israel…” OR “Just as it is written…” OR 
“… in this manner…”. The last one is to be preferred. That is, the 
manner described by Paul of the Jews being aroused to jealousy by the 
Gentiles coming to faith in their Messiah is the manner in which all Israel 
will be saved.
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‘All Israel’ has been variously interpreted also. Some take it to mean the 
community of the elect, Jews and Gentiles, others the nation of Israel 
and others still the elect within Israel. Given that Paul’s purpose here in 
Romans 11 is to counter the tendency for Gentiles to appropriate for 
themselves exclusively the rights and titles of “God’s people” ‘all Israel’ 
here can’t mean the church. To understand ‘all Israel’ as the elect within 
Israel would require an awkward shift in meaning of “Israel” from vs25 to 
vs 26 since the Israel that has been partially hardened is clearly national 
Israel. So all up, it seems the best interpretation is that ‘all Israel’ refers 
to the nation of Israel generally. 

4. What does it mean that ‘God has bound all men over to 
disobedience’?

Think it through

5. What might be the right response to being challenged about our 
Gentile conceit and the continuing significance of Israel in God’s 
salvation plan? 

Finish by praying verses 33 to 36.
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