
 

	  

Gospel of John
Study Guide 



Study 1 
The Text - John 1:1-18
1. John begins by talking about “the Word” which he eventually identifies as 

Jesus (1:17). What does John tell us about “the Word” (vv. 1–4) 

2. Why do you think a witness is important for (the gospel author) John? (vv. 
8–9)

3. John says that the world did not know him and his own (most probably 
referring to the Jews at the time) did not receive him (v10). From what you 
already know from Jesus life, what did this mean that the Jews did not 
know him or receive him? What did ‘his own’ do to him? 

The Bible – How the passage fits in Scripture
4. Why do you think John introduces Jesus like he does in John 1:1-4? (cf. 

Genesis 1:1–5)?

5. What are some of the other descriptions of Jesus given by others that 
knew him at the time? (John 8:49; 9:24, 10:33, 18:30; 1:38, 49; 3:2, 26; 
6:25; 9:2; 20:16; 4:19; 7:40; 9:17) Given that John was the last gospel to 
be written after lots of people had said different things about Jesus, what 
do you think the point of this opening section was? 
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6. John says that Jesus gives those who believe in his name the right to 
become children of God (vv. 12–13). How did Jesus accomplish this, and 
what does it mean for us (cf. 3:3–8)?

Our Life – What does this passage encourage us to do?
7. What are some ways that you have heard people describe Jesus?

8. How does John’s claims about the Word compare to popular views of 
Jesus?

9. What sort of things to people in our culture value as most important in life. 
Given how John describes Jesus in this passage, how should we view 
these things compared to Jesus? What does that mean for how we live?
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Study 2 
The Text - John 1:14-34
1. What does John the Baptist say about Jesus?

2. What does John the Baptist say about himself?

3. Why has John come?

The Bible – How the passage fits in Scripture
4. Who is John the Baptist? (Isaiah 40:1-5, Malachi 3:1 and 4:5 cf Matt 

11:13-14)

5. Who is the Prophet? (Deuteronomy 18:15-19)

6. What is the Christ? (note Christ = anointed one. Ex 28:41, 1 Sam 16:3, 
12-13, Psalm 2)

7. What might it mean that Jesus is the ‘Lamb of God’? (Gen 22:8, Ex 
12:1-13, 29:35-46 and Isaiah 53:5-7) 
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8. What does it mean for Jesus to baptise with the Holy Spirit? (Ezekiel 
36:25-26, Joel 2:27-32, Acts 11:11-18, Rom 6:1-7)

Our Life – What does this passage encourage us to do?
9. What would you say to someone who asked you explain who Jesus is?

10. What would you say to someone who asks you to give the reason for the 
hope that you have in Jesus? 

Optional extra for further reflection:
The doctrinal standard for the Presbyterian Church of Australia is The 
Westminster Confession (WCF). It details the Bible’s teaching on a whole on 
range of topics. Chapter 8 is all about Jesus and is printed below. Highlight/
underline the parts that you think John 1:14-34 touches on.

VIII Of Christ the Mediator 

I. It pleased God, in his eternal purpose, to choose and ordain the Lord 
Jesus, his only-begotten Son, to be the Mediator between God and men, the 
prophet, priest, and king; the head and Saviour of the Church, the heir of all 
things, and judge of the world; unto whom he did, from all eternity, give a 
people to be his seed, and to be by him in time redeemed, called, justified, 
sanctified, and glorified.

II. The Son of God, the second Person in the Trinity, being very and eternal 
God, of one substance, and equal with the Father, did, when the fullness of 
time was come, take upon him man’s nature, with all the essential properties 
and common infirmities thereof; yet without sin: being conceived by he power 
of the Holy Ghost, in the womb of the Virgin Mary, of her substance. So that 
two whole, perfect, and distinct natures, the Godhead and the manhood, were 
inseparably joined together in one person, without conversion, composition, 
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or confusion. Which person is very God and very man, yet one Christ, the 
only Mediator between God and man.

III. The Lord Jesus in his human nature thus united to the divine, was 
sanctified and anointed with the Holy Spirit above measure; having in him all 
the treasures of wisdom and knowledge, in whom it pleased the Father that 
all fullness should dwell: to the end that being holy, harmless, undefiled, and 
full of grace and truth, he might be thoroughly furnished to execute the office 
of a Mediator and Surety. Which office he took not unto himself, but was 
thereunto called by his Father; who put all power and judgment into his hand, 
and gave him commandment to execute the same. 

IV. This office the Lord Jesus did most willingly undertake, which, that he 
might discharge, he was made under the law, and did perfectly fulfil it; 
endured most grievous torments immediately in his soul, and most painful 
sufferings in his body; was crucified and died; was buried, and remained 
under the power of death, yet saw no corruption. On the third day he arose 
from the dead, with the same body in which he suffered; with which also he 
ascended into heaven, and there sits at the right hand of his Father, making 
intercession; and shall return to judge men and angels, at the end of the 
world. 

V. The Lord Jesus, by his perfect obedience and sacrifice of himself, which he 
through the eternal Spirit once offered up unto God, hath fully satisfied the 
justice of his Father; and purchased not only reconciliation, but an everlasting 
inheritance in the kingdom of heaven, for all those whom the Father hath 
given unto him. 

VI. Although the work of redemption was not actually wrought by Christ till 
after his incarnation, yet the virtue, efficacy, and benefits thereof were 
communicated into the elect, in all ages successively from the beginning of 
the world, in and by those promises, types, and sacrifices wherein he was 
revealed, and signified to be the seed of the woman, which should bruise the 
serpent’s head, and the Lamb slain from the beginning of the world, being 
yesterday and today the same and for ever. 

VII. Christ, in the work of mediation, acts according to both natures; by each 
nature doing that which is proper to itself; yet by reason of the unity of the 
person, that which is proper to one nature is sometimes, in Scripture, 
attributed to the person denominated by the other nature. 
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VIII. To all those for whom Christ hath purchased redemption, he does 
certainly and effectually apply and communicate the same; making 
intercession for them, and revealing unto them, in and by the Word, the 
mysteries of salvation; effectually persuading them by his Spirit to believe and 
obey; and governing their hearts by his Word and Spirit; overcoming all their 
enemies by his almighty power and wisdom, in such manner and ways as are 
most consonant to his wonderful and unsearchable dispensation. 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Study 2 3/4 

The Text: John 1:35-50

1. When John’s disciples see Jesus, what do they want to do? (v35-39)

2. Who does Andrew think that Jesus is from the beginning? What is it that 
Andrew hears that makes him believe this specifically? (v41, 36)

3. Simon means ‘he has heard’ and Peter means ‘rock’. (v42) What is 
hinted at about Peter when Jesus gives him this name to go along with 
his birth name?

4. Who does Philip think Jesus is from the beginning? (v45)

5. On what basis does Nathanael declare Jesus to be the Son of God. 
(v47-48) Why do you think he is willing to make this declaration based 
off this? 
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The Bible

6. Who is called the son of God in the Old Testament? (2 Sam 7:12, Psalm 

2:7) Were these originally human figures or divine figures? 

7. Who is the Son of Man in Daniel 7? What is the significance of Jesus 
calling himself the Son of Man after Nathanael calls him the Son of 
God? 

8. How does Revelation 5:5-6a picture the ‘Lamb of God’?

Our Life

9. How do the disciples’ responses to seeing Jesus set a pattern for how 

we are to respond to Jesus when we believe in him?

10.What does it look like today to respond to Jesus in the same way the 
disciples do when he is not physically present with us?

11.On what basis do you believe that Jesus is the Son of God and Son of 
Man?  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Study 3 
The Text - John 2:1-11
1. Read John 2:1-11. What does verse 4 tell us about Jesus’ relationship with 

his mother? (using ‘woman’ in addressing her is not rude in Hebrew it 
could be ‘madam’). Read John 13:1,12:23, 17:1, How do you interpret “My 
time has not yet come”? *

2. Some people suggest that the “wine” Jesus produced was not alcoholic.  
Do you agree or disagree?  Why?

3. Does this miracle have any special significance? What particular aspect of 
Jesus’ glory does it display?

4. How much water did the six stone jars hold? To what level did the servants 
fill them?  What was the quality of the wine?

5. Try to imagine Jesus’ presence at the wedding feast then use some 
adjectives to describe how you think Jesus’ presence would enhance any 
celebration you were taking part in.
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The Bible – How the passage fits in Scripture
6. Read John 1:14. Does this verse have any relevance to John 2:1-11? If 

“yes” how?

7. Read Luke 1:26-38 and Luke 2:41-52. How was Mary being prepared for 
this first miracle and other future happenings?

Our Life - What does this passage encourage us to do?
8. Read 2 Corinthians 5:17, John 10:10.  What change in our lives does the 

turning the water into wine represent spiritually? How can we live this out 
ourselves?

9. What can we learn from Mary’s response to Jesus and how should we act 
in our daily lives as a result?  
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Study 4 
The Text - John 2:1-11
1. What time of the year was it when Jesus went to the temple? (v13)

2. What does Jesus accuse the money exchangers of doing? (v16)

3. What is the issue for the Jews in verse 18?

4. What does Jesus mean when he says “Destroy this temple, and I will raise 
it again in three days.” (v19) What does this tell us about Jesus and his 
mission - that he knew from the beginning what his end would be?

The Bible – How the passage fits in Scripture
5. What was the temple meant to be for the people of Israel? (1 Kings 

8:27-30 – Keeping in mind that strictly speaking this passage describes 
Solomon’s temple, not Herod’s)

6. What do you think John means when he says that Jesus knew what was in 
man? (Romans 3:10-11)
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7. What is the psalm about that John quotes from in v17 (Psalm 69, 
particularly v1-18) How does this John possibly give us insight into Jesus’ 
thoughts on the people around him by quoting from this psalm?

Our Life – What does this passage encourage us to do?
8. How is Jesus the cure for what is inside men?

9. Today, we believers are the temple of the Lord. (1 Corinthians 3:16-17, 
6:15-20) Should we still have zeal for the house of the Lord as Jesus did? 
What does this look like?

10.How should we see those around us now who question Jesus authority 
and his right to judge? What is our responsibility towards them?
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Study 5 
The Text - John 3:1-21
1. Who is Nicodemas and what question might be behind his statement in 

verse 2? 

2. According to Jesus, how does someone get into God’s kingdom?

3. According to Jesus, why do people hate the light?

The Bible – How the passage fits in Scripture
4. What is the kingdom of God? (Isaiah 9:1-7; 49:1-10; Zechariah 9:9-10, 

14:9; Daniel 2:44-45; 7:13-14; 27)

5. What does it mean to be ‘born of water and spirit’ (NET John 3:5)? 
(Numbers 19:17-20; Ezekiel 36:25-27 and John 1:12-13) 

6. How is Jesus as the Son of Man like the snake Moses lifted up in the 
desert? (Numbers 21:4-9)
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Our Life – What does this passage encourage us to do?
7. How do you know you are in the kingdom of God?

8. How might this passage explain why people can know a lot about Jesus 
and not be in God’s kingdom? What might this prompt us to do for them? 

9. John 3:16 is one of the most well known Bible verses. If you don’t know it 
off by heart, memorise it. Go through each word and ask what each 
means? For example: What does it mean that the verse start with ‘For’? 
Who is ‘God’? What does the ‘so’ mean? etc.

Optional extra for further reflection:
The Nicene Creed was put together over many years by the early church 
fathers (325-451 AD). Read through that Creed printed below and highlight/
underline those parts that this passage in John confirms.

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, 
      the Father almighty, 
      maker of heaven and earth, 
      of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
      the only Son of God, 
      begotten from the Father before all ages, 
           God from God, 
           Light from Light, 
           true God from true God, 
      begotten, not made; 
      of the same essence as the Father. 
      Through him all things were made. 
      For us and for our salvation  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 he came down from heaven; 
           he became incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 
           and was made human. 
           He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate; 
           he suffered and was buried. 
           The third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures. 
           He ascended to heaven  
           and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
           He will come again with glory 
           to judge the living and the dead. 
           His kingdom will never end.
And we believe in the Holy Spirit, 
      the Lord, the giver of life. 
      He proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
      and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. 
      He spoke through the prophets. 
      We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
      We affirm one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
      We look forward to the resurrection of the dead, 
      and to life in the world to come. Amen.
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Study 6 
The Text - John 3:22-36
1. What do you think is the concern or question behind the statement to 

John in verse 26?

2. How would you describe John’s attitude towards Jesus?

3. What does John say about Jesus?

The Bible – How the passage fits in Scripture
4. Read Hebrews 9:7-15 and note ‘ceremonial washings’ (v10) and 

‘sprinkled’ (v13) = baptisms. What might be the significance of John 
baptising people? (Mark 1:4)

5. After 40 years wandering in the desert, Moses brings the Israelites to the 
edge of the promised land near the Jordan river to enter into it. There, he 
gives the people God’s Law for a second time, finishing on a choice they 
must make. Read Deuteronomy 30:11-19. Compare this with what John 
the Baptist was doing and saying. What might be the significance of this?
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6. What might it mean for John to call Jesus ‘the Son’? (2 Samuel 7:8-16, 
Psalm 2)

Our Life – What does this passage encourage us to do?
7. If you are believing in the Son, what is it that you are believing about him 

that means you have eternal life? How might this impact on your daily  
thoughts towards him?

8. How might we become less so that Jesus becomes greater in our lives? 
(Philippians 2:3-16)
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Study 7 

The Text – John 4:1-42
To avoid an argument on baptism with the Pharisees Jesus decided to leave 
Judea and travel to Galilee. The shorter route was through Samaria, which 
Jesus decided to take, although many Jews of the day would have avoided it.

1. Read John 4:1-42.  Why did the Jews and Samaritans tend to avoid each 
other?

2. Why was the well called Jacob’s well?

3.  The woman in this story went to fetch water from a well outside the town 
in the heat of midday instead os during a cooler time.  Why?

4.  Why was it surprising to the culture of the day that Jesus engaged her in 
conversation?

5. In verses 19 & 20 it seems as though the woman is trying to avoid Jesus’ 
question by changing the subject.  Why is this so?
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6. What did Jesus tell the disciples was his food?

7. What did Jesus mean by ‘living water’ and how is Nicodemus’ response  
in John chapter 3 similar to the woman at the well in chapter 4?

The Bible – How the passage fits in Scripture
8. In Matthew 28:18 we are told to go into all the world and preach the 

Gospel. In John 4 we have an amazing example of how Jesus reached 
the depths of a troubled woman’s spiritual need.  What were the steps he 
used?

9. Following the injunction in the previous question for us to be sharing our 
faith (Matt 28:18) how does Jesus in John chapter 4 describe the 
importance of this to the disciples?

10.  How does a formerly despised woman’s response to Jesus affect her 
village’s people?
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Our life – What does this passage encourage us to do?
11.  In John 4: 21 Jesus told the woman that a time was coming when it did 

not matter where people worshipped but he went on to say what king of 
worshippers the Father seeks.  How would you explain to someone what it 
means to worship in spirit and truth?  Are there changes you should make 
in your devotional life?

12.  Read Matthew 6:33. How does this verse from the Sermon the Mount 
relate to John 4:31-34? What then should be priorities in our lives?
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Study 8 
The Text - John 4:43-54
1. What does it mean that a prophet is without honour in his own country? 

(v44)

2. What had Jesus done at the Passover feast? (v45)

3. How do you explain Jesus response to the man begging him to come and 
heal his son? (v48)

4. What does the royal official and all his household do when they realise 
Jesus heals the official’s son?

5. What does the way that Jesus healed the son tell us about the nature of 
Jesus’ power?
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The Bible – How the passage fits in Scripture
6. Consider the story of Elisha and the Shunammite woman’s son. (2 Kings 

4:17-37) What must Elisha do for the boy to be raised from the dead? How 
does this compare to Jesus healing of the Official son? What does this 
show us about the power of Christ?

7. Jesus says in this passage, in an apparent rebuke, that “Unless you 
people see miraculous signs and wonders,” Jesus told him, “you will never 
believe.” (v48) John however, continuously points to the ‘signs’ that Jesus 
gives (normally a miraculous work) (3:3, 9:16, 2:23). What do you think the 
point of these signs were? Do they function the same way today?

Our Life – What does this passage encourage us to do?
8. How does Jesus death and resurrection show us even more clearly the 

power that Jesus has than this story? What does this ‘sign’ of Jesus reveal 
to us? How should this shape our faith?

9. How can we have even greater faith than the royal official? How is our 
hope different from what his was? What does it look like for us to live this 
out everyday?
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Study 9 
The Text - John 5:1-15
1. How would you describe the man’s situation in contrast to what else is 

going on in Jerusalem at this time (vv. 1–5)? 

2. Do you think the man recognises the opportunity for God’s power to move 
when Jesus speaks to him (v. 5-7)? Why?/ Why not?

3. What has been the man’s typical practice? (v7)

4. How does what Jesus does compare to what the man was doing? (v8-9)

5. What is the change in the man’s understanding of Jesus between verse 10 
and verse 15?
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The Bible – How the passage fits in Scripture
6. In John 9, Jesus heals a blind man who clearly comes to believe in Jesus 

(9:38) despite the fact that he is persecuted for trusting in the new way of 
Jesus. How does the lame man’s response to the Pharisees differ to the 
blind man’s? (5:10-13 compared to 9:30-33) What does this suggest about 
the lame man’s heart towards Jesus even after he is healed?

7. Why do you think Jesus warned the man to go and sin no more in John 
5:14-15 when in John 9:1-3 Jesus makes it clear we can’t assume a 
disabled person is being punished by God?

8. How does what Jesus does in John 5 and 9 partially confirm the 
prophecies about what the promised Messiah would do? (Isaiah 35:1-7)

Our Life – What does this passage encourage us to do?
9. How are we sometimes like the man in this story who meets Jesus but 

expects him to help us with the way we’ve always done things? Are there 
things where we expect Jesus to do things our way instead of being open 
to him doing things his way? 

10.How can we encounter Jesus in our devotional or prayer life with our own 
thoughts but still be open to what he might want to do or say himself?
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