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Study 1 
Mission and Vision in 2021

To start off…
1) Pick 3 words to describe the year 2020. What would you change in 2020? 

What would you leave?

Read James 1:1-5
2) List some of the trials of 2020. Why might we consider such trials as ‘pure 

joy’?

3) What does God promise us in the face of trials? How do we get it?

4) How has your faith matured over 2020? 

5) How has our church family grown over 2020?

Read Philippians 3:7-16, Ephesians 6:10-20 and 2 
Corinthians 9:6-8

6)  In straining toward what is ahead, what else does Paul do? (Phil 3:13) What 
might that mean practically with regard to 2020? 
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7)  What is the ‘goal’ and ‘prize’ that Paul is straining toward? 

8) How might we ‘press on’ towards this in 2021?

9) Like the apostle Paul, our church’s mission and vision is to know Jesus more 
and make him known. List some of the challenges we may face as a church 
in 2021 as we press on towards this.

10)How might we meet these challenges personally and as a church family?

Pray
1. Thank God for maturing us through the hardships of 2020. 

2. Pray for wisdom for yourselves and our church family as we look to know Jesus 
and serve him more in 2021. 

3. Pray for yourselves and our church family as we look to fearlessly make the 
gospel  known more in 2021.

4



See below the official statement of our church's vision and mission:

GosfordPC Mission and Vision
Our motto: 
Knowing Jesus, loving people, changing lives

Our mission: 
To grow a church community where knowing Jesus and loving people changes lives for 
the glory of God.

Our vision:
A church making Jesus known through: 
faithful and engaging Bible teaching
humble dependence on prayer
obedient service to Christ

A community where we: 
Welcome: we thoughtfully, sensitively and inclusively invite people into the community of 
faith and give them a sense of belonging
Strengthen: we strengthen people in their knowledge and understanding of Jesus
Support: we support each other by sharing our lives and following Jesus together
Serve: we serve together in our ministry activities and church life
Equip: we equip people to make Jesus known, train others and be effective leaders
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Study 2 
The Text - Read Genesis 20

1) What does Abraham do (v. 2)?

2) What is Abraham’s motivation (v. 11)?

3) What does God do (vss. 3, 6–7)?

4) How does Abimelech respond to God’s word (vss. 8–10; 14–16)?

The Bible – How the passage fits in Scripture
5) What has God promised Abraham (see Genesis 12:2; 15:18–21; 17:8)?

6) Abraham presenting his wife as his sister (which is true), is part of a pattern 
of behaviour (Genesis 12:10–20). What does this say about Abraham’s 
faithfulness?

7) How does Abimelech’s actions parallel Pharaoh’s actions (compare 12:16 
and 20:14)? In what ways do they differ (Genesis 12:16–18)?
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8) How does the exchange between Abimelech and Abraham relate to the 
promises God has made to Abraham (vss 16–17). What does this say about 
God?

Our life – What does this passage encourage us to 
do?

9) In what ways do we struggle in our faith?

10)In what ways can we see God’s faithfulness in our lives?

11)How can God’s faithfulness help us in our struggles?

Pray
1. Pray for those you know who don’t know Jesus to see God’s faithfulness and 
trust in him. 

2. Pray for our link missionaries Rick and Tracey Rempel with Mission Aviation 
Fellowship (MAF). 
(Contact Jo Oakley for updated news on the Rempels)
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Study 3 
The Text - Read Genesis 21:1-21

1) For what reason does Abraham make a feast (vss 1-8)?

2) How are these celebrations disrupted (vss 9–11)?

3) How are Hagar and Ishmael provided for (vss 12–21)?

The Bible – How the passage fits in Scripture
4) What's the significance of Isaac and Ishmael (see Genesis 16:11–15; 17:15–

21)?

5) Are the circumstances of Genesis 21:1–21 how you would expect God to fulfil 
his promises? Why/why  not?

Our life – What does this passage encourage us to 
do?

6) Are there times in your life when things didn't go the way you expected?
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7) How did God show his faithfulness at these times?

8) How does this impact the way you think about your relationship with God.

Pray
1. Pray for those you know who don’t know Jesus to seek salvation and 
reassurance in him.

2. Pray for our link missionaries Rick and Kayleen Manton serving at Mount 
Druitt Indigenous Church and the wider Indigenous Christian Community. 
(Contact Ruth Myors for updated news on the Mantons).
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Study 4 
The Text - Read Genesis 21:22-34

1) At what time does this story occur? (vs 22) 

2) What is the primary concern in this passage for Abimelech? For Abraham?

3) The name Beersheba is a play on the word ‘swear’ and ‘seven’. It can mean 
‘the well of swearing’ or ‘the well of seven’. What do you think is the 
significance of this?

The Bible – How the passage fits in Scripture
4) Beersheba marked the southern boundary of Israel during the monarchy.  1

What is significant about this? (see Genesis 12:1-3 and 17:1-8) 

5) How is God’s covenant with Abraham unlike the covenant between 
Abimelech and Abraham? (see Genesis 26:12-15) 

6) Is Abimelech blessed through Abraham? Read Galatians 3:8-9. What 
blessing is ours by association with Abraham? 

 note: 1 Samuel 8:2, 2 Samuel 3:10, 17:11, 24:2, 24:15, 1 Kings 4:25, 2 Chronicles 30:5 etc1
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Our life – What does this passage encourage us to 
do?

7) Read Proverbs 16:7 and 1 Peter 2:11-17. How might we see our enemies live 
at peace with us?

8) Why do you think Abimelech asks Abraham to swear by God (Gen 21:23 
ESV)? Why do you think anyone swears by something or someone higher 
than themselves? 

9) Read Matthew 5:33-37. What is Jesus assuming God requires of us all the 
time  (vs37)? How might this help us to live at peace with our enemies? 

Pray
1. Pray for those you know who don’t know Jesus to seek salvation and 
reassurance in him.

2. Pray for our link missionary organisation Langham Partnership. Go to 
https://au.langham.org/category/enews/ for updated news and prayer points. 
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Study 5 
The Text - Read Genesis 22

1) Read Genesis 22: 1-24. Why could it have been confusing for Abraham to be 
told by God to offer Isaac, his son, as a sacrifice?  What is the significance of 
the word ‘testing’ in verse 1?

2) God called Isaac  “your son, your only son, whom you love, ”.  What about       
Ishmael? Wasn’t he also Abraham’s son? Read Galatians 4:21-31.

3) What was Abraham’s response to God’s direction?  Did he fluctuate?  Was 
this his usual response?   Read Genesis 12 : 1-4.

4) What are some similarities between Isaac being offered up as a sacrifice and 
Jesus?  John 19:17 and John 3:16 are a start.  What is the major difference?

5) What does God promise as the results of Abraham’s obedience?

The Bible – How the passage fits in Scripture
6) What does Hebrews 11: 17-19 teach us about Abraham’s perspective on 

being tested by God?
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7) What insight does 1 Samuel 15: 22 teach us about this record of Abraham?

8)  Is Galatians 3:6 relevant to the story of Genesis 22?  If yes, how? 

Our life – What does this passage encourage us to 
do?

9) What is your reaction when you do not understand why God seems to be guiding 
you in a certain way? Can you share an experience of this ?

10)Read James 2: 20-26 James illustrates his argument that faith without works is 
dead by reference to two very different people.  How was the principle of verse 22 
demonstrated in their lives?  Is the principle currently at work in our lives? 

Pray
1. Pray for those you know who don’t know Jesus that they would hear the 
gospel and obey with faith.

2. Pray for Rob and El Falls looking to serve on staff at the Talua Theological 
Training Institute equipping the next generation of pastors, evangelists, and 
Church workers. Go to https://www.fallsvanuatu.info/ for updated news.
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Study 6 
The Text - Read Genesis 23

1) What is Abraham?

2) What does Abraham press the Hittites for? Why?

3) How would you describe the relationship between Abraham and the Hittites?

The Bible – How the passage fits in Scripture
4) Chapter 22 is predominantly about Abraham’s descendent/s. What would you 

say chapter 23 is predominantly about? Why? (see Genesis 12:1-3 and 
17:1-8)

5) Read 1 Chronicles 29:14-16 and Psalm 39:12. What does being an alien and 
stranger lead to? How did Abraham express his faith as an alien and stranger 
in this passage? 

6) Read Hebrews 11:8-16. What do you think motivated Abraham’s purchase of 
the Hittite burial site?
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Our life – What does this passage encourage us to 
do?

7) Read 1 Peter 1:17-22 and 2:11-17. Give some practical ways we might live 
out our faith as aliens and strangers in the world.

8) Read 1 Peter 3:13-16. Why else might we live strange yet good lives? How 
might we be prepared for this?

Pray
1. Pray that we would be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks  
us to give the reason for the hope that we have.

2. Pray for Granville and Ibolya Pillar serving with Global Scholars in Hungry 
and Ukraine. See https://global-scholars.org/about/ for more on Global 
Scholars. 

(Contact Ruth Myors for updated news about the Pillars).  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Study 7 

The Text - Read Genesis 24
1) Why would Abraham not want Isaac to marry one of the Canaanite women?

2) What can we learn from the attitude of Abraham’s servant in his relation to (i) 
his master Abraham and (ii) the task Abraham gave him? What were his 
confidence and concern? 

3) Consider the way the servant made his choice and the test he used.  What 
made a marked impression on him?  

4) What picture do you get of Rebekah?

5) If the servant in this passage is Eliezer in Genesis 15:2 (many commentators 
think he was), what was required of him that was akin to that required of  
John the Baptist in the New Testament?

The Bible – How the passage fits in Scripture
6) Read Revelation 19: 6-8. Can you see any similarities in the Marriage of the 

Lamb and finding a bride for Isaac?
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7) Read Genesis 13: 14-17 and Isaiah 51:1-2 and consider the miracle of 
Isaac’s birth and the way God has multiplied His people and discuss some of 
the promises in the Bible that have been so wonderfully fulfilled.

Our life – What does this passage encourage us to 
do?

8) Read Proverbs 3: 5-6.  How did Abraham’ servant obey these suggestions? 
How might we? 

9) The first recorded prayer in the Bible for something specific is in verse 12 
where Abraham's servant asks for God to identify the woman He had 
appointed to be Isaac's wife. This was not a prayer for himself but for his 
master; in fact, it was for his master's son and was toward the promise of 
God for His provision of his master's descendants.  Can you share with the 
group a specific prayer like this that you saw wonderfully answered?

Pray
1. Pray for someone you know who doesn’t believe in Jesus, that God would 
get what he wants for them. (1 Timothy 2:1-4) 

2. Pray for our link missionaries Igal and Milana Vender with International 
Mission to Jewish People (formerly Christian Witness to Israel) working in 
Israel. See https://www.imjp.org/ for more on International Mission to Jewish 
People (IMPJ). 

(Contact Matt Ham for updated news about the Venders). 
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Study 8 
The Text - Read Genesis 25:1-18

1) Why do you think Abraham sends the sons of his concubines away from his 
son Isaac? (see Gen 21:11-13)

2) How would you describe Abraham’s death?

3) Who is Ishmael?

The Bible – How the passage fits in Scripture
4) Read Genesis 15:12-21. How does this passage go toward fulfilling God’s 

promises to Abraham?

5) Read Genesis 16:7-14. How does this passage go toward fulfilling God’s 
promises to Hagar?

6) What do these respective promises show us about the nature of God’s 
grace?
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Our life – What does this passage encourage us to 
do?

7) Read Galatians 4:21-5:6. How do we become true ‘sons’ of Abraham?

8) Read Revelation 21:1-4. What ‘land’ is promised those with faith like 
Abraham after death?

9) Read 2 Peter 3:11-15. What does it look like to live now in the hope of the 
new heavens and new earth?

Pray
1. Pray for someone you know who doesn’t believe in Jesus, that they would 
not try the Lord’s patience. 

2. Pray for our link missionaries James and Christine Thomas serving with 
Global Recordings Network. See https://globalrecordings.net/en/au  for more 
on Global Recordings Network.

(Contact Jo Oakley for updated news about the Thomas’). 
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Study 9 
The Text - Read Genesis 25:19-34

1) What is similar in the situations between Abraham and Sarah and Isaac and 
Rebekah? What is different? How long did Isaac pray for barren Rebekah?

2) How did Esau despise his birthright?

3) How would you describe Jacob?

The Bible – How the passage fits in Scripture
4) Read Hebrews 12:7-17. What was the character of Esau’s godlessness?

5) What is it about Esau’s birthright that Jacob so desperately wants? (Genesis 
17:19-21) How does this set him apart from Esau? (Genesis 15:6)

6) Read Malachi 1:1-5 and Romans 9:3-16. What do these tell us of God in the 
choosing of Jacob over Esau?
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Our life – What does this passage encourage us to 
do?

7) That ‘the younger serve the older’ is conventional wisdom. Can you think of 
other examples? (ie, you reap what you sow, or you’re free to do what you 
like as long as you don’t hurt anyone). How might God’s grace challenge 
such conventional wisdom? (1 Cor 1:18-25)

8) How might we avoid being godless like Esau? (see James 5:7-11 and 
Hebrews 11:13-16)

9) How might we wrongly pursue God’s promised blessings as Jacob did? (see 
James 4:2-3 and Romans 14:19-23)

Pray
1. Pray for someone you know who doesn’t believe in Jesus that they would 
be saved.

2. Pray for our Liz Moore serving with Africa Inland Mission (AIM). See 
https://aimint.org/ap/ for more on AIM.

(Contact Liz Moore for updated news about the work of AIM).
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