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Study 1: Genesis 11:27-12:9 
The Text – Gen 11:27-12:9

1) Read Genesis 11:27-12:9. What is the contrast between Abram 
and Sarai’s present situation in 11:30 and the promise of God in 
12:2? Is this a small difference or a big difference?

2) What does God command Abram to do and what does God 
promise to do for Abram?

3) Why do you think it is mentioned that Abram and his family took all 
their possessions with them?

4) What do you think the significance of Abraham building an altar to 
the Lord is?

The Bible – How the passage fits in Scripture
5) Read Genesis 13:15-16; 15:4-5, 17:8; 18:18; 22:17. Why is it 

significant that the promise of land and offspring gets repeated 
again and again?
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6) Read 1 Peter 2:9-10, Revelation 21:7, Acts 3:25-26 and Acts 
15:5-11. How are the promises made to Abram fulfilled in Jesus?

Our Life – What does this passage encourage us to 
do?

7) What does immediate and complete obedience to Jesus look like? 
What makes this challenging? How can we overcome these 
challenges?

8) What does it look like to bring others with you in your obedience to 
God?

9) How can we build our faith to obey God when he asks something 
huge or challenging?  

4



Study 2: Genesis 12:10-20 

The Text – Gen 12:10-20
1) Where does Abram go in this passage? Is this where had God sent 

Abram? What does this tell us about life in the promised land?

2) What motivates Abram to say that Sarai is his sister, and not his 
wife? Given the faith he showed in moving to Canaan, why do you 
think he is so fearful now?

3) Think about Sarai’s experience through this time. What does her 
experience make you think about Abram’s decision? 

4) How is Abram blessed despite his decision to lie about Sarai and 
put her in the position that he did?

The Bible – How the passage fits in Scripture
5) Read 12:1-3 again. How are verses 12:16-17 already a partial 

fulfillment of the promises God made to Abram?
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6) Read Genesis 20:12. Was it a complete lie that Sarai was 
Abraham’s sister?

7) Read Romans 4:1-8. How does Gen 12:10-20 confirm what Paul is 
suggesting in this Romans passage – that Abraham needed to be 
justified and saved by faith?

Our Life – What does this passage encourage us to 
do?

8) Abraham’s sinful decision in this passage to put Sarah in the 
position that he does is on one level understandable (he was afraid 
and possibly desperate because of famine) and inexcusable (he 
gives his wife to another man to take as his own wife). What 
should we do when we know we could explain potential 
disobedience away because of ‘good reasons’.  

9) How should we respond to others when they have committed an 
understandable but inexcusable sin?

10) How would you counsel Sarai after an experience like this?
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Study 3: Genesis 13 

The Text – Gen 13
1) How wealthy do Abraham and Lot become? What is the 

consequence of their wealth? How do Lot and Abraham respond to 
the problem of their wealth differently?

2) What two things does the text tell us about the land that Lot 
chooses? What does this suggest about Lot?

3) After Lot’s departure, what is the land that is promised to Abram by 
the Lord? What is the significance of this when compared to Lot’s 
choice? What else is promised to him?

4) What does Abram do in response to the Lord’s blessing?
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The Bible – How the passage fits in Scripture
5) How does Gen 13:15-16 reiterate the promises given in Gen 

12:1-3? What is added or described differently? 

6) How does mentioning of the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah 
(ch. 19) and the sin of Sodom of Gomorrah, affect the way we think 
about Lot’s choice?

7) Read a couple of these passages. (Lev 19:17–18; Pss 122; 133; 
Prov 3:17, 29–34; Heb. 12:14; Jas 3:17–18) How is the sort of 
generosity and commitment to faith that Abram displays affirmed 
through the bible?

Our Life – What does this passage encourage us to 
do?

8) How does Jesus set the example for us in being peacemakers?
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9) What does it look like to live in peace with those around us? What 
about those who we disagree with? Should we seek to live at 
peace with them?

10)Abraham’s generosity appears to be blessed by God on one hand, 
and yet it is also the restatement of a promise that was already 
made to Abraham. Does God bless our generosity today? How?
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Study 4: Genesis 14 
The Text – Genesis 14

1) What happens between the five kings and Kedorlaomer?

2) What happened to Lot? How did Abram respond? 

3) What happened between Abram, Melchizedek and the king of 
Sodom?

4) What does Abraham do in response to Melchizedek’s declaration 
that God gave him the victory?

The Bible – How the passage fits in Scripture
5) Read Gen 12:1-3 again. How do we see God’s promises to Abram 

being fulfilled in this story? 
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6) Read Psalm 110. Who is the ‘You’ in verse 4?

7) Read Mark 12:35-37 and Hebrews 7:1-17. What is the significance 
of Jesus being high priest in the order of Melchizedek?

Our Life – What does this passage encourage us to 
do?

8) Melchizedek was the mediator of God’s blessing to Abram and 
Abram’s giving to God. Who is our mediator and what does it mean 
to go through him? (Hebrews 10:19-25)

9)  Abraham response to Melchizedek’s declaration that the Lord 
gave him his victory is to give a tenth of the riches he won to 
Melchizedek. Should this inform our giving today? Why? Why not? 
In what way?
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Study 5: Genesis 15 

The Text – Genesis 15
1) What does God say to Abram? What problem does Abram raise? 

What is God’s solution? How does Abram respond? What does 
God think of his response? 

2) What does God promise Abram about the land?

3) What does God show Abram in his vision?

The Bible – How the passage fits in Scripture
4) Was God’s vision to Abram fulfilled? How? (think about the books 

of Exodus and Joshua etc)

5) Read Romans 4 and Galatians 3:6-14. What can we learn from 
Abram’s response to God’s promises as we deal with the promises 
we have in Jesus?
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6) How and why does God declare righteous those who believe/rely 
on his promises in Jesus?

7) What are the promised blessings to the nations that come by faith?

Our Life – What does this passage encourage us to 
do?

8) Do you ever feel like God’s promises to save us through Jesus 
won’t come true? What makes you doubt?

9) What do we learn about God in Genesis 15 to help us trust him 
and his promises? How can that shape how we respond to God 
when we are having trouble trusting him? What can we do to 
strengthen our faith?
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Study 6: Genesis 16 
The Text – Genesis 16

1) What is Sarai’s plan? 

2) How does it work out for everyone?

The Bible – How the passage fits in Scripture
3) Which of God’s promises to Abram are reflected here? (see Gen 

15:5)

4) Where do Hagar and her son find blessing? Why shouldn’t this 
surprise us? 

5) What does Hagar discover about the character of God?
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6) Read Ephesians 1:3-14. Where do we find God fulfilling his 
promises of blessing? And what are the nature of those blessings?

Our Life – What does this passage encourage us to 
do?

7) Have you ever been caught up in some plan of your own or 
another’s that didn’t quite work out? What might Hagar’s story 
encourage us to do when this happens? 

8) How might this passage help us when we are tempted to try and 
secure blessings in life on our own terms?

9) What can we be confident about even when we mistakenly try (and 
fail) to secure blessing in life on our own terms? (cf Eph 1:10)

10) What are some ways we might re-orientate our plans to God’s 
plans in Jesus?
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Study 7: Genesis 1 7 

The Text – Genesis 17
1) What does God promise to Abram/Abraham?

2) How are Abram and his descendants to keep the covenant?

3) How is Isaac’s conception different from Ishmael’s? What does this 
suggest about the nature of God’s promises to bless and save?

The Bible – How the passage fits in Scripture
4) Read Galatians 4:21-31. What does this allegory teach us about 

the place of human effort in salvation?

5) Read Ephesians 2:8-13. What has Jesus done for the 
uncircumcised? How do we take hold of this salvation?
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Our Life – What does this passage encourage us to 
do?

6) In what ways can we be like Abraham and want to hold on to the 
‘Ishmaels’ (our attempts to gain blessings) in our lives? 

7) How are we given new identities when we believe in Jesus today, 
like when God renames Abraham?

8) Why do you think it is so easy for people to rely on their own efforts 
for salvation? Can Christians drift into this kind of thinking? How 
can we prevent this?

9) What are some good traditions to encourage and strengthen faith 
in Jesus? How might we guard against making those traditions the 
things we think ‘save’ us?
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Study 8: Genesis 18 
The Text – Genesis 18

1) Who appears to Abraham? How does Abraham receive them? 
What message do they bring?

2) How does Sarah respond? Why?

3) What does the LORD reveal about Sodom?

4) What stands out to you as interesting (or confusing!) about the 
interaction between God and Abraham about Sodom?
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The Bible – How the passage fits in Scripture
5) What promise are we told of again in Gen 18:18? How is 

Abraham’s prayer for Sodom a partial fulfillment of this? (Hint 
remember that Sodom was occupied by Canaanites)

6) Prophets often prayed for Israel (e.g. Moses (Exod 32), Samuel, 
and Jeremiah) How is Abraham’s prayer different? (Hint remember 
that Sodom was occupied by Canaanites)

7) Chapter 18 and 19 (the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah) 
happen over a 24-hour period. How does chapter 18 shape the 
way that we think about God’s judgment of Sodom and Gomorrah 
(which we’ll look at next week)? 

Our Life – What does this passage encourage us to 
do?

8) Read Hebrews 13:1-2. Should we show hospitality like Abraham 
today? How is hospitality ‘godly’? 
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9) Here Abraham goes back and forth in God in conversation. In 
Genesis 32:22-32, Abraham’s grandson Jacob wrestles with God. 
In Luke 18:1-8, a praying woman is likened to a ‘God-botherer’. 
How should these ideas shape our own prayer life with God?

10)How should Abraham’s prayer for the Canaanites shape our 
prayers for the nations, the ungodly, and our enemies today? Why 
can this be so challenging?
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Study 9: Genesis 19 

The Text – Genesis 19

1) Who appears to Lot? How does he receive them?

2) How does Lot respond to the angel’s message?

3) Why does God destroy Sodom?

4) What do Lot’s daughters do? Why?

The Bible – How the passage fits in Scripture
5) What do you think we are meant to think about Lot as a character? 

(re-read Gen 13 if you need to)
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6) Read Luke 17:26-33. How will judgement day be like what 
happened to Sodom? 

7) Read Matthew 10:5-7, 13-15 and 11:23-24. What will judgement 
day be like for those who reject Jesus? Why?

Our Life – What does this passage encourage us to 
do?

8) Read 2 Peter 3. Why is God holding off on judgement day?

9) In the light of that day, what should we being doing? (see also 
Hebrews 10:25)

10)What does it mean for us to ‘not look back’ as the angels 
commanded Lot and his family for us as Christians now? 
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