
 Gospel of John
Study Guide: Chapters 5 - 8 



John 5:16-8:59 
The story so far… 

With the grandest of introductions, the Gospel of John casts Jesus as 
none other than God himself, come in the flesh to a dark world to shine 
the light of life. 

But it’s hard for people to see the light. It’s hard for people to accept 
Jesus, that he is the Messiah, God come to save his people from their 
sins and promise them eternal life in His kingdom. 

Jesus shows signs of his glory - turning water into wine, cleansing the 
temple grounds, teaching with authority, supernaturally knowing things of 
others, healing the dying and incurably lame. And yet while some believe 
because of these signs, many more don’t. Indeed, some are only 
galvanised in their opposition towards him, as we go on to see in the 
following chapters. 
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Study 1 
The Text - John 5:16-47 

1. Why are the ‘Jews’ trying to kill Jesus? (16-18) 

2. Jesus refers to witnesses that validate his claims and work. What/
who are they and how do they bear witness to Jesus?

3.  Who would you say is on trial in this passage? 

The Bible – How the passage fits in Scripture 

4. Read Daniel 7:13-14 and 12:1-4. If Jesus is the Son of Man of Daniel 
7 what does it look like for him to judge (vs27)? And when?

5. Read Deuteronomy 19:15. What is the effect of Jesus introducing this 
principle of Jewish law in verse 31?
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6. Read Deuteronomy 18:15-19. How is Moses the accuser of Jesus’ 
opponents? What is the irony of this given their initial offence at 
Jesus? (vs16)

Our Life – What does this passage encourage us to do? 

7. How would you describe the relationship of Jesus, the Son, with the 
Father? Who is Jesus?

8. What do you find difficult in thinking about God as Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit? 

9. In what ways might Scripture be used to defend wrong things? How 
instead, might we use Scripture to come to Jesus and to point others 
to him to have life?

Pray 

1. Praise God for who he is. 

2. Pray for our link missionary organisation Love for Kids Russia in their 
efforts and desire to help out at School Holiday Camps in Russia. 
Contact Glenda Carter for updated news on the local representatives 
for this organisation.  
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Study 2 
The Text - John 6:1-15 

1. Who was being attracted to Jesus, and what was the attraction (v. 2)?

2. What’s Jesus’ concern for the people (v. 5)?

3. What does the excess in provisions say about Jesus (vv. 13–14)?

The Bible – How the passage fits in Scripture 

4. What were the Jews celebrating at this time, and how might this have 
heightened their expectations of Jesus?

5. Read Exodus 16:13–20. How is this similar to what Jesus does (John 
6:11–13)? How is this different?

6. Deuteronomy 18:18 says that God would raise up a prophet like 
Moses. What was the significance of Moses, and why would the 
people want to make Jesus king by force?
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7. Was the people’s desire in line with Jesus’ mission? (John 3:14-16, 
14:6, 18:33-37)

Our life – What does this passage encourage us to do? 

8. What do unbelievers find attractive about Jesus?

9. What do unbelievers need to find attractive about Jesus? 

10.What attracted you to Jesus?

11.Is this in line with Jesus’ mission?

Pray 

1. Pray for someone you know who doesn’t believe in Jesus that they 
would find the message of Jesus attractive.  

2. Pray for our link missionaries Rick and Tracey Rempel with Mission 
Aviation Fellowship (MAF).  (Contact Jo Oakley for updated news on 
the Rempels).
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Study 3 
The Text - John 6:16-21 

1. Where was Jesus at the start of the passage (vv. 16–17. Cf. v. 15)?

2. What would the disciples be expecting, and what wouldn't they be 
expecting (vv. 19, 21)?

3. Looking at the verbs to describe the actions of the disciples and Jesus 
(vv. 17, 19) who would you say is doing it easier? What would be 
normally expected?

4. How do the disciples respond (v. 19)?

The Bible – How the passage fits in Scripture 

5. How do the events of vv. 19–20 relate to vv. 14–15? 

6. How does that response of the crowds compare to the response of the 
disciples (v. 15. Cf. v. 19)
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7. Apart from walking on water, in verse 21 we see the boat immediately 
and miraculously reach the shore. What might this say about Jesus? 
(Psalm 107:23-32, Job 38:8-11).

Our life – What does this passage encourage us to do? 

8. How has your understanding of who Jesus is developed?

9. How has this informed your relationship with him?

10. Read Psalm 118 (note that verses 25-26 are said of Jesus later in 
John 12:13). Why do we not need to be afraid with Jesus?

Pray 

1. Use Psalm 118 to praise God for Jesus. 

2. Pray for our link missionaries Rick and Kayleen Manton serving at 
Mount Druitt Indigenous Church and the wider Indigenous Christian 
Community. (Contact Ruth Myors for updated news on the Mantons).
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Study 4 
The Text - John 6:22-40 

1. Fill in the table below:

2. Jesus uses metaphorical language here. What would it mean to ‘feed’ 
on Jesus as the bread of life? (6:29 and 40)  

3. What is the will of the Father?

What do the people want from Jesus? What does Jesus want for the people?

verses 25-26 verse 27

verses 30-31 verses 32-35
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The Bible – How the passage fits in Scripture 

1. Read Psalm 78:1-32. How are the Jews in Jesus’ day like the 
Israelites in Moses’ day? 

2.  Read Leviticus 18:4-5. What might the Jews have been expecting to 
their question in verse 28? How is Jesus’ answer surprising? (vs 29)

3. Read Numbers 21:4-9 and John 3:14-15. What does it mean that 
‘everyone who looks to the Son’ shall have eternal life? (vs40)

Our life – What does this passage encourage us to do? 

4. What are some things that people feed their souls with? 

5. What religious works might we be tempted to turn to to satisfy our 
spiritual hunger? 

6. What are some ways that might help us focus on Jesus to satisfy our 
spiritual hunger?
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Pray 

1. Pray for those you know who don’t know Jesus to feed their souls on 
him and have eternal life. 

2. Pray for our link missionary organisation Langham Partnership. Go to 
https://au.langham.org/category/enews/ for updated news and prayer 
points.

10

https://au.langham.org/category/enews/


Study 5 
The Text - John 6:41-71 

1. What is the Jews’ first complaint? (vss 41-42) How does Jesus answer 
it? (vss 43-51)

2. What is the Jews’ next complaint? (vs 52) How does Jesus answer it? 
(vss 53-59)

3. What is the Jews’ third complaint? (vs 60) How does Jesus answer it? 
(vss 61-65)

4. Why do many turn back and stop following Jesus? Why do the Twelve 
stay?

The Bible – How the passage fits in Scripture 
5. Read Isaiah 54:1-13 and Jeremiah 31:31-34. In using Isaiah 54:13 in 

verse 45, what is Jesus’ saying about himself? About those who come 
to him?   

6. Read Genesis 9:4-5 and Leviticus 17:10-12. It’s understandable why 
Jesus’ disciples struggled to accept his teaching to eat his flesh and 
drink his blood. (vs 52) How can we accept his teaching? (compare 
vss 40 and 54)

1 1



7. Read Ezekiel 37:1-14. What Old Testament ideas does Jesus 
appropriate in verses 62-63? 

Our life – What does this passage encourage us to do? 

8. Are there any teachings of Jesus that you find hard to accept? Why?

9. What is believing in Jesus a sign of? How does this make your feel? 

10.What are some ways in which we might nourish our faith in Jesus?

11.How might Jesus’ teaching here help us do the Lord’s Supper well?

Pray 

1. Praise God for who he is revealed to be in Jesus.

2. Pray for Rob and El Falls looking to serve on staff at the Talua 
Theological Training Institute equipping the next generation of pastors, 
evangelists, and Church workers. Go to https://www.fallsvanuatu.info/ 
for updated news. 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Study 6 
The Text – John 7:1-24 

1. Read John 7:1-24. What do Jesus’ brothers think about him? (v3-5) 
What do the crowds think about Jesus? (v12-13)

2. Does Jesus mislead his brothers about what he is going to do? 
(v6-10) Why/ why not? Is this important? Why?

3. What is the response to Jesus’ teaching? How does he explain his 
teaching to the crowd? (v14-18)

4. Why were the Jews angry with Jesus for healing on the Sabbath? 
(v23, cf 5:1-15,16)

The Bible – How the passage fits in Scripture 

5. What was the feast of Tabernacles? (Ex 23:14-16 nb – called the 
‘feast of ingathering’, Leviticus 23:33-34, Deut 16:33) What was its 
significance? 
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6. What did Moses command regarding circumcision? (Leviticus 12:3) 
Was Jesus criticising the Jews’ practice? (John 7:23) What is Jesus’ 
point about what can be done on the Sabbath? What does it mean to 
stop judging by mere appearances and make a right judgment?

Our Life – What does this passage encourage us to do? 

7. What are some common ways Christians might judge today based on 
appearances rather than right judgments?

8. Who do you know who makes really good judgments? What is it about 
the way that they make good judgments that is really helpful? 

9. How can we make sure we aren’t judging by outward appearance? 
How can we give ourselves the best chance to make right judgments?

Pray 

1. Pray for those you know who are not believing in Jesus, that we would 
not judge them on appearances.

2. Pray for Granville and Ibolya Pillar serving with Global Scholars in 
Hungry and Ukraine. See https://global-scholars.org/about/ for more 
on Global Scholars. (Contact Ruth Myors for updated news about the 
Pillars).  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Study 7 

The Text – John 7:25-52 

1. Read John 7:25-52. Where in these verses does it suggest that many 
listeners were deeply impressed by Jesus’ teaching?

2. How was their faltering faith hindered by ignorance (27-29), prejudice 
(35,36) or pride (48-52)?

3. The Temple guards were sent to arrest Jesus, why did they return to 
the Temple without doing that?

4. Read John 17:1. What time was Jesus talking about when he said “My 
hour has not yet come.”?

5. Re-read vv50-52. How would you describe Nicodemus, the Pharisee?
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The Bible – How the passage fits in Scripture 

6. In the chapter we are studying, Jerusalem was packed with people 
celebrating the Feast of the Tabernacles, celebrating the time when 
God brought his people from slavery in Egypt through the wilderness 
to the Promised Land (Leviticus 23:40-43). When they had no water 
God told Moses to strike the rock with his staff and water gushed out 
to satisfy their thirst. How does Jesus’ promise in vv37-39 compare 
with what Moses did? How is it different? 

7. John 7:39 “By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in 
him were later to receive.”  What had to happen first?  

8. Read Acts 2:1-4, 17-21. How was life different for the disciples after 
these happenings?

Our Life – What does this passage encourage us to do? 

1. How is what is promised in John 7:37,38 an advance on John 
4:13,14? What does it mean for us as followers of Jesus?

2. The ‘fruit of the Spirit’ are described in Galatians 5:22-23. Do you find 
any of these a greater challenge than some of the others? Try and 
share what is helping you.
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Pray 

1. Praise God for the Holy Spirit.

2. Pray for our link missionaries Igal and Milana Vender with 
International Mission to Jewish People working in Israel. See https://
www.imjp.org/ for more on International Mission to Jewish People 
(IMPJ).  (Contact Matt Ham for updated news about the Venders).
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Study 8 

The Text – John 8:12-30 

In chapters 7-8 crowds had gathered in Jerusalem for the Feast of the 
Tabernacles, which is drawing to a close at the time of this passage, and 
Jesus is surrounded by a smaller group of people, including a number of 
Pharisees and religious leaders. They were gathered in the Temple area 
where the offerings were (v.20). During the feast celebrations huge 
candelabras in this area were lit that shone right out over Jerusalem.

1. How would you explain to someone what it means to have “the light of 
life” as a result of following Jesus?

2. What does Jesus say about 
a. his origin?

b. His ultimate destination

c. His relation to the world and to God?

3. What do you think hindered the majority of Pharisees and religious 
leaders understanding or accepting the truth of Jesus’ words?
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The Bible – How the passage fits in Scripture 

4. There are numerous references to light in Scripture with a great 
number relating to  the promised Messiah. John writes in the prologue 
of his gospel “In him was life and his life was the light of 
men” (John1:4). Old Testament references in preparation for the 
coming of the Messiah include Isaiah 9:2, Isaiah 42:6, Isaiah 60:1, 
Psalm 27:1, Psalm 44:3. Why do you think religious leaders who were 
versed in the Scriptures did not recognize Jesus?

5. Read Exodus 13:17-22. Given John 8:12-30 is set in the context of the 
Feast of Tabernacles (7:37) celebrating God saving Israel out of 
slavery in Egypt, what might the light be a reference to? (vs12)

6. Read Exodus 3:13-15. (ego ami I am. Gk.) Jesus used these words 
repeatedly in John’s Gospel of himself, and many times in the 
passage we are studying.  Go over together  the “I am” statements 
that you remember in John’s Gospel. (John 6:20, 35, 8:58, 10:7-14, 
11:25, 14:6, 15:1-5). Here is another one in our passage today. Jesus 
said to the Pharisees “When you have lifted up the son of Man then 
you will know who I am.”  Do you think this statement was relevant to 
the disciples who knew Jesus best?
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Our life – what does this passage encourage us to do? 

7. How can we see the light of truth? How does light lead to life? How 
does it help me share the truth of Jesus with others?

8. Isaiah 53:6 says “All we like sheep have gone astray each has turned 
to his own way”. How does walking in the light as in 1 John 1:7 make 
a difference?

Pray 

1. Pray for those you know who don’t believe in Jesus that they would 
see in him the light of truth and life.  

2. Pray for our link missionaries James and Christine Thomas serving 
with Global Recordings Network. See https://globalrecordings.net/en/
au  for more on Global Recordings Network. (Contact Jo Oakley for 
updated news about the Thomas’).

20

https://globalrecordings.net/en/au
https://globalrecordings.net/en/au


Study 9 
The Text – John 8:31-59  

Often when John talks about ‘the Jews’ he means the Pharisees and 
religious leaders. It is obvious in this passage Jesus is addressing 
people versed in the Scriptures.

1. After you have read the whole passage what do you think is meant by 
v.31 ‘to the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said…….’

2. Why were the Jews mistaken in saying in 8:33 that they were 
‘Abraham’s descendants and have never been slaves of anyone’?  
Can you think of examples of them being enslaved?

3. Why did Jesus argue that these Jews were not truly the children of 
Abraham or of God but of the devil?

4. What evidence did Jesus give that he is God’s Son?

The Bible – How the passage fits in Scripture 

5. Read John 1:1-14. How does this agree with Jesus’ claim John 8:58 
‘Before Abraham was born, I am!’? 

6. Read Isaiah ch. 53 and identify the verses that describe in prophetic 
terms the Jewish leaders’ attitude to Jesus.
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7. Why did the Jews go to stone Jesus in verse 59? (see Leviticus 
24:16).

Our life – what does this passage encourage us to do? 

8. Reread John 8:39 then read Romans 4:19-25. What are the 
implications for us as those who have followed in the steps of 
Abraham?

9. John 8:32 ‘Then you will know the truth and the truth will set you free.’ 
What does the truth set us free from? (e.g. free from fear). What else?  
When have you experienced a freeing of a bondage because of 
knowing the Lord Jesus?

10.If Jesus was not blaspheming in verse 58, what should the Jews 
have done instead? As those who do believe in Jesus what might that 
look like? 

Pray 

1. Praise God for who is and that we know him as such in Jesus. (see 
Revelation 1:8, 5:13)

2. Pray for our Liz Moore serving with Africa Inland Mission (AIM). See 
https://aimint.org/ap/ for more on AIM. (Contact Liz Moore for updated 
news about the work of AIM).
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